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Is God's Hand Waxing Shorter? 
By W. M. Czamanske 


S GOD'S hand waxing shorter 
Than it has been of old? 
Are His resources waning, 
Or has His love grown cold? 
Has grace lost all its virtues, 
Declining with the years 2’ 
Or has His promise faltered 
To justify men’s fears ? 
The mighty hills and mountains, 
The ocean and the land 
Are held within the hollow 
Of His creative hand. 
His strength has not abated, 
His grace and love abound, 
And none of all His promises 
Has fallen to the ground. * 
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Atheism's Five-Year Plan 

“God must be out of Russia in five 
years.” So reports the Literary Digest, 
adding that the decree has been signed by 
Stalin. Quoting from the London Morn- 
ing Post, the account tells us that “on 
May 1, 1937, there must not remain on the 
territory of the U. S. S. R. (Union of So- 
cialist Soviet Republics) a single house of 
prayer to God, and the very conception 
‘God’ will be banished . .. as a revival of 
the Middle Ages which has served as an 
instrument for the oppression of the work- 
ing masses.” The Digest notes that the 
Soviet Government has destroyed unnum- 
bered churches in its struggle against God, 
yet “apparently the battle is far from won.” 
They now propose to “suppress all religious 
schools ‘and deprive all the ‘servitors of 
religious cults’ of allowances of food and 
the necessities of life” Here is a fore- 
gleam of the time, coming soon, when “no 
man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name” (Rev. 13:17). In 
the capitals of Russia all churches and 
prayer-houses must be closed by May 1, 
1934. The great cathedral of St. Isaac.in 
Leningrad, built in the shape of a cross, 


has been converted into an atheist thea- 
tef, “Reasonable unbelief” will be in- 
culcated among the masses. It is all a 
startling fulfillment of the Second Psalm, 
predicting that “the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord, and against 
his anointed, saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us.” Yes, “the battle is far from 
won’! It never will be won. The Lord 
is coming soon, to “break them with a rod 
of iron.” But now, and forever, “Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in Him.” 


ya 
Only Omnipotence 


Is the Christian sometimes reduced to 
pitifully scant resources? An answer worth 
noting comes from a consecrated woman 
missionary working in a hidden away field 
in the heart of Asia, who writes in a 
personal letter: “There are two other 
missionaries who live here, but they are 
wholly occupied with the printing press; 
so I- have only God to share the task with 
me,— ONLY GOD,—and is he not 
enough? Only God, and my dear Chris- 
tian .friends.” This missionary’s “dear 
Christian friends” are native converts, or 
“nationals” as they are now called: true 
children of God by faith in Christ as Sav- 
iour. But if there were no Christian 
friends in the field at all, and only God 
were there to share the task with her, it 
would be enough. His very name, El 


The Last Lap 


the Captain of the old track team 
on which I used to run when I was 

at school, a hundred years or so ago. 
As I read about him and the honors 


Pete Cane I read of the passing of 


that he had gained, the years rolled back 


like a scroll. Once again I was a fresh- 
man at Yale. In those far-away days 
freshmen were allowed to compete on 
Varsity teams. 

It was the night before the Intercol- 
legiate Games. The Captain stood under 
my room on the fifth floor of old North 
and called up to me that I was to run the 
mile the next day at Berkeley Oval in New 
York. That shout in the dark gave me 
one of the greatest thrills of my life. 





With the Christian’s race now uppermost in 
his mind, a former runner, who in his time 
won races on the cinder path, in this editorial 
sets forth vividly one of his own experiences 
and draws a heartening spiritual lesson from 
it. It is by Samuel Scoville, Jz., the widely- 
known writer of exceptionally fine nature 
stories, whose briefer sketches have often been 
welcomed by Times readers. 


Shaddai, means “Enough.” We never have 
scant resources if we have Omnipotence 
working with us. And this Omnipotence, 
who is also Infinite Wisdom, Infinite 
Righteousness, and Infinite Love, is our 
Father. Do we need more? 


Healthy Fear 


It is impossible to be healthy unless we 
fear. But there is only one fear that in- 
sures this health. All other fears make 
for weakness and disease; this makes us 
strong. It is the fear of God. “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.” 
“The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever.” So sang the Psalmist of old, 
and the Holy Spirit put these songs in his 
heart and.on his lips and in the eternal 
Word. All other fear is weakening, harm- 
ful, and unnecessary. The fear of the Lord 
means “reverential trust, with hatred of 
evil.” The man who thus fears is “free 
indeed” as only the Son of God can set 
men free and keep men free. 

“Who is a free man, who? 

He who finds his chief delight 

In keeping God’s commands : 

He who loves whate’er is right, 

And hath to sin no bonds: 

From every law but one set free, — 


The perfect law of liberty: 
This man hath freedom true! . . 


Who, fearing God, fears none beside, 
And dares do right whate’er betide: 
This man hath courage true!” 


% 


Two o'clock the following afternoon 
found me in the Yale training quarters 
at the Oval. The Captain was ostenta- 
tiously cool and collected. He told me that 
Yale, the Freshman Class, and nearly all 
other right-minded, civilized people were 
anxious to have me win the Intercollegiate 
Mile that day. I was entirely willing to 
oblige them. 

Then old Mike Murphy, the best trainer 
the world has ever known, muttered some 
advice in my ear about not getting pocketed 
and laying back until the last quarter. 
Sid, the rubber, slapped a handful of raw 
alcohol on my bare back, gave my legs a 
farewell rub, and some one shouted through 
the door: “Last call for the Mile.” 

The next moment I was out upon the 
track, which was ringed around with 
stands full of shouting, cheering specta- 
tors. Thirty or forty of us contestants 
got on our marks in three lines that 
stretched clear across the éinder path. 

“Get set,” the starter shouted. THen came 
the bang of a pistol —and we were off. 
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One of the boys who ran that day was 
an almost unknown runner, representing 
a'small school. At the first corner, while 
fighting for the lead, he was accidentally 
spiked and thrown headlong. One of his 
legs was gashed by~ the long spikes on 
the shoes of another competitor, and his 
hands and face were cut by the sharp 
cinders. By the time that he had strug- 
gled to his feet again, the whole field was 
thirty yards ahead of him. 

He had fallen. His face was blackened 
and bleeding. He was left far behind. It 
seemed hopeless for him to go on. Never- 
theless he started after that crowd of 
runners as bravely as if nothing had hap- 
pened, 

All around the first lap he remained 
behind them all. Little by little, however, 
he began to cut down the lead of the 
runners nearest to him, and by the end of 
the first half he was up among the laggards 
of the race, twenty yards or so back of 
the leaders. 

Then came that bitter third’ quarter. 
There is nothing in athletics harder than 
the third quarter of a fast mile. One has 
already run a half at full speed and there 
is still another quarter to come. An iron 
band seems to tighten, around one’s chest. 
There is the salt-taste of blood in the 
mouth, and one longs desperately to give 
up and fall down and rest. 

Yet that boy who had been last, black- 
ened and bleeding, with set teeth, cut down 
one faltering runner after another of those 
farthest behind, until, as the leaders neared 
the finish of the third lap, they heard be- 
hind them the pad, pad of flying feet com- 
ing nearer and nearer. 

In another moment the pacemakers had 
reached the fourth quarter, and a deep- 
toned bell signalled the beginning of the 
last lap, while the cheers of the crowd 
Swept across the track like a storm. 

The sound was like a spur to the speed 
of that boy who had been last. He shot 
by a little group of runners, and in the 
backstretch was hard upon the heels of the 
four leaders. As they swung around the 
last corner into the home-stretch, those 
four, who were in front, heard the sound 
of flying feet approaching them from be- 
hind, and knew that the race that day was 
to be fought out by five instead of four. 

As all five of them swung into the home- 
stretch, the spectators leaned forward from 
the stands and called upon the runners by 
name for one last desperate effort. No one 
called to the boy who ran last of that 
quintette nor even knew his name. 

At the finish a red_ strand of worsted 
was stretched breast-high across the track. 
The runner who first broke that cord was 
the mile champion for the coming year. 


There were grouped the judges and _ the. 


timers, and to the men struggling toward 
it, that thin red line seemed to move back 
and back to an interminable distance. 

The extreme limit of their -endurance 
had been reached, and as their strength 
flagged, each runner called upon the very 
soul that was in him to help him bear 
the pain and carry him on to the finish. 

Lurching and staggering with mortal 
weakness each one drew upon the last atom 
of strength in him for a final effort. A 
strange silence fell upon the crowd, and in 
the stillness the rapid, labored breathing 
of the runners could be heard. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Suddenly, up level with the fourth man 
came the blackened gashed face of the last 
runner, and slowly drew away from. him. 
Now the finish was only thirty yards away, 
and suddenly beside the third man showed 
that same disfigured face, whose staring 
eyes saw nothing but the goal. 

That third man did his best and gave 
all that he had to hold his place —I ought 
to know, I was that third man— but 
slowly and surely the boy who had fallen 
at the start drew away from him. Then 
he challenged the other two who were 
running neck and neck, and five yards from 
the finish drew up even with them. 

For an instant that seemed a year the 
three struggled for the lead, and then, at 
the very finish, the runner who had been 
left lying prostrate in the dirt when the 
race began threw himself forward, broke 
the tape a scant inch ahead of the other 
two, won the race, and broke the Inter- 
collegiate Record for the Mile. 

In forty years of athletics I have never 
seen again so gallant a finish, and to the 
day of my death never will I forget that 
race nor that runner. 

There are times in the lives of us all 
when we stumble and fall and are defiled 
by dirt and cut and gashed and hurt. Yet 
we are only beaten if we give up and lie 
down hopeless and helpless. No matter 
how far the fall nor how dreadful the fail- 
ure there is only one thing to do—get up 
and go on and on and on and never, never 
quit ! 

The Start is important, but— it’s the 
Finish that wins! 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
had seen the races at the great Olympic 
Games, and still his instructions about the 
race of life ring down to us through the 
mist of the years: 

“Wherefore, seeing we also are com- 
passed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith.” 
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From a Saved Hebrew 


Mrs. Katherine Greenbaum was born 
in Budapest a good many years ago of 
Jewish parents, both her. father and her 
mother being children of orthodox rabbis. 
After she had grown up, she was in a 
Spread Eagle Restaurant of Charles 
Dickens fame in London when she had her 
first serious introduction to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. She mocked at the suggestion that 
He could ever be her friend. But it came 
to pass, through a series of wonderful ex- 
periences, and nct long after that she was 
rejoicing in Israel’s Messiah as her per- 
sonal Saviour. The following letter from 
Mrs. Greenbaum, addressed to the Editor, 
is a welcome one indeed, and is shared with 
the rest of the Trmes Family early in this 
Diamond Jubilee year: 


I am a stranger to you, but I know 
you from the pulpit and, in recent 
months, from THe SuNnpay SCHOOL 
Times. Years ago I wrote for the 
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London Echo a series of articles called 
“Nationalizing the Child,” and I there 
made the blasphemous statement that 
Froebel and Pestalozzi did more with 
their gospel of kindergarten teaching 
(I am a kindergarten teacher) than 
Christ did for mankind. And I knew 
absolutely nothing about Him. 

For years I had a kind of antipathy 
toward THE SuNnpAy ScHoot TIMEs, 
and I knew nothing about it. 

Recently Mr. and Mrs. Fiddler of 
the China Inland Mission began to 
supply me with the Times, and I 
Started reading it, and I feel I have 
missed a great deal in the past by not 
reading it. It is a splendid paper, and 
it hits a spiritual spot in my soul with 
its wonderful comments on truth and 
its splendid instruction on all subjects 
of interest to the child of God. 

I have been in the Moody Church 
for the last thirty-five years and have 
fed on the best of the wheat. I thank 
you for the attitude you take in all 
matters pertaining to salvation to 
Christian growth and consecration, to 
prophetic truth and the Blessed Hope 
of His coming again. 

In that Blessed Hope, I remain, 

Very respectfully yours, a humble 
servant of the Lord. 


_ Mrs. K. GREENBAUM. 


=< 
How May We Be Emptied of Self? 


Will you please join me in prayer 
that the Holy Spirit will completely 
empty me that he may use my life in 
any way that pleases himself? This is 
a big order, but I know he is able and 
willing—A New York business man. 


This earnest Christian has already made 
a full surrender of himself to the Lord. A 
personal letter that went to him from the 
Editor was, in part, as follows: 

I have done as you asked, joining you 
in prayer that the Holy Spirit will indeed 
empty you completely that he may use your 
life as he will. But may I remind you that 
the Holy Spirit must necessarily wait un- 
til you trust him for this. He never keeps 
us waiting; but we often keep him wait- 
ing,——that is, in matters relating to our 
own spiritual life. 

The secret of what you ask for and de- 
sir> in the matter of being completely 
emptied is in Galatians 2:20 and similar 
passages. You have presented yourself a 
living sacrifice, unto the Lord (Rom. 12: 
1), and have yielded yourself unto him as 
one that is alive from the dead (Rom. 6: 
13). You have died unto sin, having been 
crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20). There- 
fore there is nothing for you to do, now, 
but to thank the Lord that he, not can, or 
will, but has accomplished this emptying 
of you. You never can ‘do it yourself; it 
is wholly God’s responsibility to do this 
for and in every surrendered Christian. 
You have surrendered; therefore it is 
a matter for God to do, and God never 
keeps us waiting nor does he ever delay 
in doing what is his responsibility. 

Your complete death with Christ is the 
answer. This is not a relative, or com- 
parative, or gradual thing; death is death; 
you have died with Christ and been raised 
spiritually with him to: walk in newness 
of life. Trust him, in blind, :cold faith 
for the emptying. Thank him that it is 
done. ; ; 
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And urged that Christian missions 
build on the heathen religions 

















NFLUENCED by an address by Dr. 
| John R. Mott upon Christian missions 

in the changing Orient, a group of lay- 
men has undertaken to bring about a sup- 
posed impartial study. of the present-day 
foreign mission situation. The result, in 
the lamentable report of the so-called Ap- 
praisal Commission, was frankly discussed 
in an editorial in last week’s issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times entitled “The Be- 
trayal Commission.” 

On November 17 and 18 the Appraisal 
Commission and members of the various 
foreign mission boards of many denomi- 
nations in this country and Canada met in 
conference at the Hotel Roosevelt in New 
York City. Upwards of 300 delegates were 
present. The object of the meeting was to 
explain and present the report of the Com- 
mission. 

For weeks prior to this meeting there 
had been issued by the Commission a series 
of newspaper releases that received nation- 
wide distribution. This appeared as a 
colossal. blunder to Christians everywhere. 
The nature of these releases were so anti- 
christian in character that denominational 
constituencies were aroused. This and the 
published report have not enhanced the 
cause of missions but have divided church 
members into opposing camps; Modernists 
support the report, while Evangelicals are 
outraged over the antichristian nature of 
the findings. 


Apology and Ominous Silence 


At the Hotel Roosevelt conference it 
was significant that the Appra‘sal Com- 
mission felt that there was strong opposi- 


tion to their methods and findings. After’ 


all the expense and trouble to produce the 
report, the Commission spent hours of the 
conference time apologizing for its radical 
nature and studiously trying to bridge the 
gulf between themselves and the evangel- 
ical -members of foreign mission boards. 
Yet with all its suavity and philosophic 
meanderirgs, the Appraisal Commission 
yielded nothing as to the main body of its 
report. Its urbane expositors blandly coun- 
tered all opposition. The one thing it 
could not understand was the absence of 
any real applause. For most of the time 
the silence of the meetings was a solid ome. 

Dr. Mott astounded many of his hearers 
by endorsing the report. He accepted it 
with enthusiasm. He spoke glowingly of 
its import. He said it would be the basis 
of studies in colleges, that laymen’s groups 
would assemble all over the land to study 
it; that boards of foreign missions of the 
various denominations would be influenced 
by it. With his accustomed persuasion he 
declared for a strong follow-up organiza- 
tion to work for its world-wide adoption. 
Other nations beside our own, he said, will 
be affected by their missionary societies 
adopting it. The ultimate object of this 
laymen’s enterprise is a world-wide move 
to swing all Christian denominations, 


Here is a glimpse of what occurred 
when the Appraisal Commission of 
the Laymen’s Foreign Missions In- 
quiry met with members of many 
foreign mission boards of North Amer- 
ica to discuss the strange report of the 
Commission. Following the editorial 
in last week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times, which discussed some 
of the antichristian r dations 
of the Commission, another editorial 
in an early issue will study the report 
still further, and will consider the 
question whether this almost unbeliev- 
able document is not, after all, a logical 
fruit of policies of many years’ stand- 
ing in the d inational foreign mis- 
sion boards. 














through a focal emphasis, to the new enter- 
prise of Modernist missions. 

We have here an illustration of what 
happens to Evangelicals when they har- 
ness themselves with Modernists. The 
carnal and antichristian philosophies of the 
Modernists secure to themselves sufficient 
strength to depress the resistance of the 
urbane Evangelical. This appraisal is a 
mixed enterprise. The Commission boasts 
of the fact that it is composed of both Lib- 
erals and Conservatives. Yet it is signifi- 
cant that only a radical report has been 
produced. There is no minority section to 
it representing the opinions of the Con- 
servative members. In fact, the Conserva- 
tives signed the whole report. Signed it, 
they say, under protest. But they signed 
it, and this endorsement stands. We do 
not know whether Dr. Mott accepts all 
that is in the report, but there is no doubt 
whatever that he endorsed it in the meeting 
at the Hotel Roosevelt. THus po Con- 
SERVATIVES YIELD THEIR PRE-EMINENT RE- 
SPONSIBILITY FOR THE EVANGELIZATION OF 
THE WORLD AND SUBMIT TO THE ANTI- 
CHRISTIAN PROPOSALS AND ANTI-BIBLICAL 
INDEPENDENCE OF “SOCIAL MINDED” Mop- 
ERNISTS. 


Docile “Conservatives” 


This was characteristic of the reputed 
Conservatives on both the Fact-Finding 
Commission and the Appraisal Commission, 
Dr. William E. Hocking, committee chair- 
man, distinctly stated in the Hotel Roose- 
velt Conference that there were varieties 
ef religious opinion in the group. He de- 
clared that the report was written from the 
point of view of all of them, Conservatives 
and Liberals. Yet in his speech, which 
took about an hour to deliver, he spent 
most of the time explaining and offering 
apologetics for the extreme Liberal the- 
ology of the report. It is evident that the 
so-called Conservatives were in such sym- 
pathy with the Liberal element that they 
not only permitted themselves to be: over- 
ridden in the theology of the report,- but 
they went so far as to sign it. ‘ 


But what was it that these reputed Con- 
servatives signed? Dr. Hocking has re- 
ferred to the first four chapters of the 
report as intended to convey the Christian 
opinion and theology of the Appraisal 
Commission. These chapters are nothing 
more than an astute presentation of a plan 
to eliminate distinctive historic Christian- 
ity. Concerning our missionary enterprises, 
the report declares: “It was hard for 
the missions to mix with their absorbing 
interest in re-birth a practical recognition 
that the surrounding religions were re- 
ligions, and as such were ways to God.” 
These chiding philosophies contain a strong 
sense that the Appraisers were annoyed to 
find Christian missions in the Orient defi- 
nitely distinctive in teaching and approach. 
The loyalty of missionaries to the Bible 
and the Lord Jesus Christ is also the basis 
of an implied re-examination of their fit- 
ness. The following displays an astonish- 
ing attitude on the part of those who would 
survey our missions: “What becomes of 
the issues between the merits of one sacred 
text and another when the sacredness of 
all texts is being denied. . . . It is no longer, 
Which prophet? or, Which book? It is 
whether any prophet, book, revelation, rite, 
church, is to be trusted.” This lumping 
of the Bible with pagan sacred books, and 
the implied exhortation that in the world- 
wide spread of atheism we should join our 
energies for the preservation of all sacred 
texts, reveals that the Appraisers had no 
particular faith in the power of the Scrip- 
tures as the Word of God. In the panic 
they feel over the crumbling of ethnic 
faiths they find no recourse in the wonder- 
ful and matchless superiority of the Bible 
to reconstruct the faith and hope of man- 
kind upon a foundation steadfast and sure. 
There is no ringing Pauline confidence 
among them that “all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
coctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 

There is appalling novelty also in the 
Appraisers’ idea of God. They declare: 
“Within the piety of the common people 
of every land, encrusted with superstition 
as it usually is, and weighed down with 
vulgar self-seeking in their bargainings 
with the gods, there is this germ, the in- 
alienable religious intuition of the human 
soul. The God of this intuition is the true 
God: to this extent universal religion has 
not to be established, it exists” (italics 
mine). 


Andrews’ Dangerous Assumption 


It is undoubtedly this philosophy which 
led Dr. Hocking to illustrate his address 
at the Hotel Roosevelt with the following 
mmcident. He said he met Charles An- 
drews, an’ Indian missionary, in London. 
He asked him how he converted an In- 
dian, Andrews replied’ with a somewhat 
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pitiful surprise: “I always assume they 
are Christians.” 

Such mixtures astound the Evangelical 
believer. To refer to a universal intuition 
as the “true God” is not only contrary to 
known fact but is a flat contradiction of 
the Scriptures and is antichristian. Paul 
declared: “But if our gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost: in whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them” 
(2 Cor. 4:3, 4). It looks as though the 
Appraisers have been following the god 
of this world in their investigations of 
missions rather than submitting themselves 
to the guidance of the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the illumination 
of his Holy Spirit. 

This, then, is the basis of their new 
philosophy of missions. It leads them to the 
concept that missionary activity consists 
essentially of a cross-fertilization of cul- 
tures and religions. From this is expected 
to arise a new hybrid embodying the “spir- 
itual unity of mankind.” As one of the 
Appraisers declared during the conference: 
“Are we to suppose that Jesus Christ 
waited until our day to go to Asia? Has 
he not been there already? Is he not there 
in other voices and beliefs?” These inves- 
tigators undoubtedly believe that Christ 
is to be found in Buddhism and other 
ethnic _ religions. As another _ stated: 
“These old religions have something in 
them on which we can build.” Their re- 
sentment was aimed against the concept 
that Christianity was esteemed to be a dis- 
tinctive religion, claiming for itself that 
it bears the only message of salvation for 
mankind. 

‘This is borne out in the published re- 
port. With “intellectual” abuse of our 
fundamental faith they refer to “the specu- 
lative theories of the creeds.” The doc- 
trine of sin that missionaries have used 
in their preaching is referred to as an 
obstacle, and the other doctrines of our 
faith as “the perplexities of speculation, 
inherited from the third and fourth cen- 
turies.” 

Their opinion of the early heroes of the 
missionary enterprise is a cold and lifeless 
calculation with depreciation. These stal- 
warts are referred to as follows: “They 
carried out with them a set of pre-formed 
doctrines which seemed to them essential 
to Christianity, and they felt at the same 
time that they were the bearers of a sacred 
church model.” “They ignored in large 
measure the racial habits of the people 
among whom they worked. . . . They had 
little appreciation even for the nobler traits 
of religion and worship which they found. 

. . No one can blame these men and 
women for the intellectual atmosphere and 
inherited attitudes of their time, but one 
can only wish the Christian Church in the 
Orient might have come to birth under 
somewhat more favoring circumstances.” 

So then these sacred personalities who 
possessed vast resources of faith and cour- 
age not manifested by the Appraisers were, 
in the eyes of the investigators, wrong in 
carrying the sacred teachings of God’s 
Word to the people that “dwell in dark- 
ness.” Rather, it would seem, God called 
these saints to their labors several genera- 
tions too soon. He should have waited 
for the Appraisers who feel quite qualified 
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to tell him-how his work of world uplift 
should have been carried on. This tone of 
presumption permeates the whole report. 
In like manner also the labors of the past 
are falsely cstimated. Soul winning is 
called “aggressive proselytism.” From be- 
ginning to end the false philosophy and 
antichristian theology of the report ignore 
or slur the vital doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 

Even Dr. Mott went along with the re- 
port by declaring that the Laymen’s For- 
eign Missions Inquiry seeks to “motivate” 
lay interest-in foreign missions by present- 
ing “vast social and specialized enterprises 
challenging to men and women of our 
churches.” The dominant spirit of Mod- 
ernism seems io have cowed this stalwart 
of other days. Caught in the swirling back- 
waters of a movement which his own 
genius originated, for the moment he sees 
nothing but “social and specialized enter- 
prises” leading to a union of Christian 
with pagan groups, accomplishing the ulti- 
mate goal of the “spiritual unity of man- 
kind.” 

Let Evangelicals beware! Prophecies 
of the Scriptures have declared that such 
a unity among mankind will ultimately be 
accomplished. + But it will not be under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. There is one who 
is waiting for the hour of his appearing, 
and, when he is unveiled as the Antichrist, 
the world culture and its concomitant re- 
ligion will acclaim him as its new master 
and lord. The recommendations of the 
Appraisal Commission (well named, in the 
TIMEs editorial of last week, the Betrayal 
Commission) with their repudiation of the 
Person and the Atoning Blood of the only 
Saviour of the world, are worthily pre- 
paring the world and an apostate church 
for the-reign and worship of the soon com- 
ing Beast. 

There can be no genuine “motivation” 
leading to sacrifice and world enterprise 
for Christ in this Report. The Appraisal 
Commission has defeated its own ebject. 
Its report will give laymen further rea- 
son for decreasing support to foreign mis- 
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sions. Aggressive Christian enterprise is 
not carried forward by such philosophies 
as are propounded in this work: 

We are asked to substitute the plans of 
men for the Word of God. 

We are urged to abandon our holy doc- 
trines of the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. 

We are to submit to a conscription of 
our mental faculties to the adoption of a 
cunning scheme which years ago perished 
when the corpse of the Inter-Church 
World Movement was laid away. It is 
the same thing revived. The same group 
seem determined to achieve a golden age 
of man’s creating. Money is not wanting. 
Brains are eagerly furnished. Schoolmen 
will not give up their confidence in man 
and turn to God. 

But there are insufficient substitutes. The 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ is still 
the Christian’s rule. The cold philosophies 
of the self-sufficient will never be able to 
quench the flames of Pentecost. Modern- 
ism never generated a single mission, It 
possesses neither historic right nor. inher- 
ent worth to pose as a critic of forces to 
which it is apparently dead. Missions are 
not the creation of “adventurous spirits” 
so much as they are due to the edict of the 
One who declared, “I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it.” 
That door will remain open until Christ 
comes. Heroes of the faith will continue 
to answer the call. The Holy Ghost will 
continue to set apart his torch-bearers to 
go to the lands that dwell in darkness and 
in the shadow of death. He who fights 
this — fights God. He who fights God is a 
fool. 

By the verities of the Holy Scriptures 
and the power of the Holy Ghost mission- 
aries and missions will continue. Some 
men may clog the channel. However, 
God is not limited to one avenue. He is 
the Lord of the vineyard, and will not 
cease to call, equip, and support his serv- 
ants until the word of God shall be ful- 
filled. 


New York Cry. 














Why Christians Keep the First Day 


Did the Lord of the Sabbath give the Lord's Day to his Church? : 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 


President of Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C, 














history was that day when the Lord 

Jesus rose from the grave, first- 
born of many brethren and Head of the 
new creation. From that day to this. the 
Church of Christ has honored the Lord’s 
day as ‘their holy day, and as “day of all 
the week the best.” Did the early Church 
have good reasons for doing this, or were 
they abrogating one of God’s eternal com- 
mandments to keep holy the seventh day? 

1. We may begin by asking, What rea- 
son can be given for obligating Christians 
to observe the. seventh day? There is no 
command anywhere in the Bible to Chris- 
tians to keep the seventh day as a day of 
rest. The Ten Commandments, in com- 
mon with all the other laws of the Old 
Testament, from Mt. Sinai on, were -given 


(Fistor wa of all days of human 


to Israel by Jehovah, who brought them 
out of the land of Egypt (Exod. 20: 2). 
Especially was the Sabbath Commandment 
singled out to be a sign between Jehovah 
and Israel, a perpetual covenant (Exod. 
31: 12-17; Deut. 5:15). This is not to say 
that Christians have nothing to do with 
the Ten Commandments. They have much 
to do with them. The righteous require- 
ments of God’s law, embodied in the Ten 
Commandments, were in effect before Sinai, 
and before Israel was a nation, but not as 
an explicit written commandment. Those 
who teach that the seventh day should be 
kept by Christians insist upon the letter 
of a written command to keep Sunday, but 
the burden of proof is on them to produce 
a literal command to keep the seventh day, 
or awrepetition of the fourth commandment, 
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which was given to Israel. And there is 
none. 


2. There is an -essential difference be- 
tween the fourth commandment and the 
other commandments of the decalogue. All 
the other nine commandments are binding 
moral precepts that-admit of no exceptions 
for any man, in any age, under any cir- 
cumstances, The Sabbath law, on the 
other hand, has a ceremonial as well as.a 
moral character, and under certain circum- 
stances the provisions of the law could be 
abrogated. The seventh day advocates in- 
sist that it has exactly the same char- 
acter as all the other commandments. Their 
view is, not merely that the seventh day 
was not changed to the first day as a 
Sabbath of rest and worship, but that the 
seventh day cannot so be changed. 


The Sabbath for Man 


Our Lord declared that the Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 
He proclaimed himself Lord of the Sab- 
bath and in exercising this lordship he 
mentions five cases in which the Sabbath 
law might be set aside. 

(1) When David was hungry he ate the 
shewbread, which was not lawful except 
for the priests. The human necessity for 
food set aside this ceremonial law concern- 
ing the holy bread. In exactly the same 
way our Lord said that his disciples were 
blameless when they plucked grain on the 
Sabbath day, because the satisfying of 
hunger set aside the command not to work 
(Matt. 12:1-8). (2) The priests in the 
Temple profaned the Sabbath, and were 
guiltless. That is, they broke the Sabbath 
law. The necessities of Temple worship 
set aside the provision of this fourth com- 
mandment. But there could be no excep- 
tions made in obeying the other commands. 
In putting the Temple services above the 
Sabbath our Lord added that he was 
greater than the Temple, meaning that if 
the Temple services could set aside the 
Sabbath law, much more could the Lord 
of the Sabbath set that law aside or change 
it in any way that was best for man (Matt. 
12:5, 6). (3) On the Sabbath a child of 
eight days old must be circumcised, that 
the law of Moses might not be broken 
(John 7: 21-24). The Sabbath law is thus 
set aside in favor of another of the laws 
not in the Ten Commandments. (4) Mercy 
to animals in leading them to water, or in 
taking them out of a pit into which they 
might fall on a Sabbath, required the set- 
ting aside of the Sabbath law of rest (Luke 
13:15; 14:5; Matt. 12:11). (5) Above 
all, the healing of the sick or the relieving 
of pain was lawful on the Sabbath, though 
it set aside the letter of the law. The 
Pharisees permitted healing only when life 
was in danger (Matt. 12:12; Mark 3:4; 
Luke 14: 3, 4). 

Our Lord’s teaching made a distinction 
between the rabbinic Sabbath and the Old 
Testament Sabbath law of God. He came 
as a minister of the circumcision to fulfill 
all the law; he did not break the Sabbath 
law and he kept the seventh day as the 
Sabbath. According to Israel’s leaders he 
was a Sabbath breaker, and this was one 
reason they sought to put him to death 
(John 5: 16-18). Our Lord did not keep 
the fourth commandment to the letter, and 
the fourth commandment was not intended 
to be kept to the letter,.as all the other 
commandments were. 
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But it is clear that there are features 
in the commandment that are binding as 
long as man is in his present body. The 
Sabbath was made for man, not merely 
fo. the Jew. The need of man for rest of 
body and mind one day in seven, and the 
necd of a special day of worship and hon- 
oring God free from the working demands 
of other days, are essential and permanent 
needs. 

3. If Christians are obligated to keep 
th: seventh day because of the letter of 
th: fourth commandment, they are equally 
obligated to keep all of the other commands 
of the Old Testament, except those that 
are changed by a definite command in the 
New Testament. A command of God to 
Israel was just as binding whether in the 
Decalogue or not. Many  seventh-day 
Christians are consistent and do consider 
the Old Testament law binding upon them- 
selves. They agree that the ceremonial law 


was done away in Christ, though there is. 


no direct statement in the New Testament 
making a distinction between “ceremonial” 
laws and the other ordinances (Gal. 4:9- 
11; Col; 2:14; Eph. 2:15). The fact is 
that the whole Mosaic system ended at the 
cross, and Christians were not obligated 
“to keep the law of Moses” (see Acts 15: 
5, 24-28). Christians are indeed to study 
the law of God contained in the Old Tes- 
tament, but that which is binding on them 
is the eternal laws of God’s righteousness, 
which were binding both before and after 
that “law” which extended from Sinai to 
the cross, 


No Sabbath among the Heathen 


4. The Gentiles did not keep the Sabbath, 
and when they became Christians they were 
not commanded to do so. The seventh 
day advocates suppose that all Gentile 
Christians would take for granted that the 
fourth commandment was binding upon 
them. But as a matter of fact, the Gentiles, 
like the heathen today, did not recognize 
any obligation to keep a Sabbath, though 
they did recognize the other moral require- 
ments of the Decalogue. There is general 
recognition of a seven day week in all 
races, but practically none of the heathen 
keep one day in seven as a rest day, and 
none of them attach any «sanctity to the 
rest day. In view of this fact, true among 
the heathen today, and true among the 
heathen in apostolic days, would they not 
need an express command to impress upon 
them this obligation? It is surely striking 
that every other one of the Ten Command- 
ments is repeated in the New Testament 
Epistles. The fourth commandment is the 
one above all others that needed to be im- 
pressed upon the Gentiles. 

Again, it should be noted that these 
Gentiles did not reckon the day as the 
Jews did, beginning at sunset and ending 
at. sunset. From the standpoint of the 
seventh-day Christians this is just as essen- 
tial a part of the commandment as _ the 
number of the day. The Romans counted 
the day from midnight to midnight as we 
do today. (See John 20:19, with Luke 
24: 33-36). 

5. The Christians in apostolic days did 
observe the first day of the week, and have 
continued in this observance without a 
break. The references to the observance 
of the first day of the week in the New 
Testament are quite incidental. Seventh- 
day advocates point to this incidental men- 
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tion as evidence of the unimportance of 
the day. But rather such references show 
that the first day was recognized as the 
day for gathering and worshiping and cele- 
brating the Lord’s Supper. Christ rose on 
the first day (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:9; 
Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19). He appeared 
to the disciples on that day, and probably 
on the next Sunday also (“after eight days” 
meaning on the eighth day, like “after three 
days” — John 20:26). The Holy Spirit 
came on the first day. Paul spoke to the 
Christians who were gathered together at 
Troas on the first day of the week to break 
bread (Acts 20:7). He wrote to the Cor- 
inthians to lay by them in store on the first 
day of the week, which was their day of 
worship and it would seem that they 
brought their offering to the church. 
That these New Testament references 
indicate a consecration of the first day of 
the week is confirmed by the unbroken 
testimony of all the early fathers whose 
writings have come down. Ignatius, who 
was a disciple of the apostle John, wrote 
of Christians “no longer sabbatizing, but 
living in observance of the Lord’s day.” 
Barnabas, Justin Martyr, Dionysius, Ire- 
nus, Clement, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, 
and all that follow them, testify that the 
first day, or the eighth day, as it was also 
called, was the Lord’s day, day of glad- 
ness, of worship, of ceasing from work. 
Did the Christians from apostolic days 
on observe the Lord’s day, and discard 
the seventh day, by man’s authority, or by 
God’s ordering? It is unthinkable that 
the Church could thus defy God’s com- 
mandment with no question and no protest. 
For mark the striking fact that the ob- 
servance of the first day was never de- 
fended, for it was never questioned, as all 
doubtful teachings or practices were. .We 
need not hold that Paul’s warnings against 
observing days applied to the weekly Sab- 
bath, but the principle in those verses cer- 
tainly applied to any temporary features 
of the fourth commandment, and the early 
Church so applied it (Rom. 14:5, 6; Gal. 
4:10; Col. 2: 16). . 


The Beginning of First Day Observance 

6. The occasion for celebrating the first 
day of the week was no less than the in- 
auguration of the new creation with the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who sleep. The seventh 
day was the sign of the completion of the 
old creation, and became the sign and seal 
of the old covenant with God’s people Is- 
rael. With the resurrection of Christ 
came not- only a new covenant but a new 
creation. Every reason there was for hav- 
ing the seventh day as a memorial of crea- 
tion and of the covenant with Israel. Every 
reason there is for making the first day a 
memorial of the new creation and the new 
covenant. The new wine of the age of 
grace must be put into new bottles. 
The new Day was marvelous in its 
fitting symbolism of the New Order, 
and at the same time preserved all 
that was essential-in the command con- 
cerning the seventh day. When our Lord 
lay in the grave all of the seventh day, the 
old creation lay there (2 Cor. 5: 14, R. V.). 
He rose on the eighth day, the first day of 
the new creation. 


7. The blessing and faver of God have 
rested on those who keep the first day as 
(Concluded on page 40) 








30 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


January 14, 1933 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











Daan 


By Ernest Gordon 














XEGETICAL NOTES. — Professor 
E Schneider of Riga tells us that the 

words of Paul in the eighth of Ro- 
mans, “I am persuaded that .. . nor height, 
n depth [hupsoma oute bathos], shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God,” 
has an astrological significance. The posi- 
tion of a star on the genith or at the hori- 
son cannot affect us as the astrologers in- 
sist. We need not concern ourselves with 
horoscopes. The love of God cares for us 
in all situations and from it we can never 
be separated by any occult influences. 


“By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down,” says the Epistle to the Hebrews; 
“by an earthquake,” says Professor Gar- 
stang. Anyway, no human hands were at 
work undermining it. The striations of 
the soil about its base are undisturbed by 
the spade. After thirty-three centuries 
the wall has been found, thrown down as 
it was on the eventful day, and no one can 
produce a naturalistic explanation to ac- 
count for its fall. “The defensive walls 
fell outward in a crumpled mass, their 
ruins running down the slope, piled up in 
such a manner that an entrance to the 
city could easily be effected. Over the 
city lies a deposit of ashes two feet thick 
or more.” The margin of Joshua reads, 
6:17, “And the city shall be devoted.” 
Garstang says: “It is as though the Is- 
raelites after the capture of the city made 
a holocaust of it, devoting it to Jehovah 
as the first fruits of the Promised Land.” 
By comparing jars and vases found in the 
city with those of the dated tombs it has 
been possible to fix the date of Jericho’s 
fall in the fifteenth century B. C. 

The importance of this great discovery 
to Biblical defense can hardly be overes- 
timated. It gives ocular proof to the real- 
ity of what has been to many doubters one 
of the most incredible of Biblical miracles. 

The ancient library and training college, 
whose ruins have been found at Ras 
Shamra on the coast of Syria, are, accord- 
ing to a writer in The Expository Times, 
yielding rich results. Then follows a beau- 
tiful illustration of the a priori reasoning 
of some scholars. He says: “Though the 
tablet belongs to about the eleventh cen- 
tury B. C. the closest analogies appear to 
be with the later books of the Bible, such 
as Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Job, a fact 
which seems to show that the Canaanite 
influence on the literature of Israel was 
late in reaching its climax.” Rather, one 
would say, would seem to disprove the late 
date assigned to the literature mentioned. 


A new leader in the church, and one 
to thank God for, is Dr. Thomas Cochrane 
of London. New indeed is he in his pres- 
ent work, but with a splendid record as 
medical missionary in Mongolia and later 
in Peking, where he built up one of the 
finest medical centers in China. Now, 
with others like-minded, he is seeking .to 
bring back to New Testament lines the 
missionary. work of Anglo-American peo- 


ples. He would emphasize evangelism, the 
independence of native churches, the cur- 
tailing of expensive and doubtful educa- 
tional enterprises, the pioneering of new 
fields, the expansion of missions instead of 
that concentration which the worldly-wise 
so often advise. To this end a world-wide 
survey of the field has been made during 
the past half dozen years and there has 
been established a medium of information 
in the quarterly, World Dominion, one of 
the best among missionary publications. 
The latest step has been the purchase of 





The Riches of Their 
Liberality! 


Mr. and Mrs. Woodberry of 
Shanghai tell us that Chinese spon- 
taneous offerings and gifts from one 
congregation and Sunday-school in 
their care have reached $3,600 for 
the year, or $300 per month. “Not 
only has the dreaded summer been 
tided over and local expenses been 
wholly met, but above $1,400 has 
been sent away in gifts to flood ref- 
ugees, the Jews, to Borneo, to the 
Bible and home missionary socie- 
ties; whereas about $400 more 
flowed out for intensive evangelism. 

“Christmas [a year ago] a novel 
plan was followed. A large misston- 
ary map of the islands was portrayed 
in black and white. Borneo was cut 
out and filled in with black paper 
until the appropriate surprise mo- 
ment of removal when, basket in 
place behind, to the strains of hymn 
after hymn, nearly the entire 700 
present marched up to drop their 
offerings into Borneo itself. This 
rounded out the twelve months to 
$546.29 sent to that benighted part 
of our globe.” 

















the Mildmay Conference Center in Lon- 
don as a headquarters for evangelism and 
missionary promotion. 

It is hoped that an advisory board will 
soon be established for the voluntary asso- 
ciation of those who are in sympathy, and 
especially of pioneer and faith missions 
with their aggregate present membership 
of between two and three thousand mis- 
sionaries. The aim will be to secure co- 
ordination and unity of direction at home 
and abroad, put into practice New Testa- 
ment methods of evangelism, and in general 
seek to become a growing and united force 
for world evangelization. 

At Mildmay, residential conferences, eve- 
ning study classes, and:a regular course of 


_ training for those who wish to become 


voluntary evangelists —men and women 
who without leaving their ordinary work 
desire to spead leisure in winning souls — 
have already been set in operation. This 
group is working with the London Evan- 
gelistic Campaign of the Rev. Lionel 
Fletcher with the purpose of entraining 
converts of this campaign in the mission- 
ary enterprise. 


Two Christian Leaders.—Sir William 
Willcocks, oné of the greatest engineers 
of our day, builder of. the great Assuan 
Dam and Assuan Barrage which enor- 
mously increased the fertility of Lower 
Egypt, has passed on at the age of eighty. 
His later years were spent as a lay mis- 
sionary in Egypt where he made a remark- 
able translation of the New Testament into 


. colloquial Arabic, had it printed in quantity 


and distributed it largely with his own 
hands. His book, “Food and Faith,” was 
also widely used in Egypt in evangelism. 
He was a man of prayer and universally 
loved by both Christians and Moslems. 

A treasured letter owned by the Scotch 
Mission School at Lovedale, and recently 
published in The South African Outlook, 
was written in 1882 to students in the 
school by General Charles Gordon of 
Khartoum. This great man was humble 
enough to add as the postscript to this let- 
ter to Negro boys, the words, “Aid me in 
your prayers. They are worth diamonds 
to me, while I will never forget you.” The 
letter itself asked them “to think over 
that wonderful secret, the Indwelling of 
God in you and the great fact of your 
bodies being the temple of the Living God. 
Notice Paul’s words of astonishment when 
writing to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 6: 19): 
‘What!’ he says in surprise. ‘Do not ye 
know that... ? as if it were a matter 
of certainty. If you confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God then God lives in your 
body and you live in him. God is nearer 
to you than your body, for your soul may 
separate from that body, but God will never 
leave nor forsake you. He began, he con- 
tinues, and will end his work in you. Feed 
on and nourish the thought. We all need 
his aid, therefore endeavor to keep in cos- 
stant, secret, ejaculatory prayer, and then 
no evil can befall you.” 


Another Bible-loving layman was the 
late General Milan Matio of Yugoslavia 
who died in: May, 1931. General Matio 
was a Christian administrator, beloved for 
his gracious rule, who had chosen the Bible 
as his personal guide through life. When 
he realized that his days were numbered 
his request to those about him was: “When 
I am no more able to read my Bible place 
it in my hands as a testimony to all that 
F loved it dearly and that my Friend who 
has followed me in my lifetime will go 
with me through Jordan.” So when he lay 
in state it was a touching sight to see his 
much loved. Bible. in his hands with his 
cap, sword, and medals. 
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It may be added in this connection that 
a Serbian Minister of high Cabinet rank 
and mature scholarship has given to the 
British and. Foreign Bible Society his re- 
vision of the Serbo-Croatian New Testa- 
ment for publication. It represents many 
years of meditative scholarship and is “in- 
escapably lucid.” 


President Rodriguez of Mexico tells the 
papacy that “if the insolent, defiant atti- 
tude continues I am determined that the 
churches be converted into schools and 
shops for the benefit of the nation’s pro- 
letariat.” The state of Vera Cruz has con- 
fiscated all church property and deprived 
Roman priests of citizenship, at the same 
time suggesting to the other states of Mex- 
ico to follow its example. So are the 
chickens coming home to roost. 


In Guatemala a book has been adopted 
in the schools in which the children are 
told of the attitude of Rome toward free- 
dom of speech and freedom of teaching. 
.“In recent times the Holy Inquisition has 
coridemned innumerable teachers to death 
by burning at the stake. Who would be- 
lieve that actually in the present time the 
same fight against education is going on, 
that the reading of certain books under 
the penalty of ‘anathema’ is still forbid- 
den !” 

This book “The Elements of Civic In- 
struction,” by Dr. Mariano, has been made 
a textbook in all the schools of Guate- 
mala. It declares that “the sect which has 
fought religious: liberty most consistently 
is the Catholic sect. It has persecuted to 
death those who do not profess its cult. 
The Holy Inquisition devised so many and 
such barbarous and monstrous tortures that 
they seem rather the dreams of criminal 
cowards thirsting for blood than a diabol- 
ical reality desired of those who then and 
today affirm themselves representatives of 
God. 

“The most bitter wars, the most fright- 
ful hecatombs have been provoked by the 
Roman priesthood. The Crusades, the mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew, and many otlker 
sheddings of human blood would never have 
taken place had it not been for the Cath- 
olic priests.” 


The Religious Situation in Russia.— 
On the one hand we have the Five Year 
Plan: for the destruction of all religion, 
closing of all churches and houses of 
prayer, suppression of family worship, pro- 
hibition of religious publication, the manu- 
facture of 150 films of atheism, and the 
like. 

On the other hand we have such testi- 
mony as the following from Woroschilov, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Red Army (re- 
ported in Dein Reich komme, Nov., 1932). 
After speaking of the intimacy of his 
knowledge of conditions in the Russian 
Army he continues: 

“On the strength of this knowledge I 
say that the bands with religion have in 
these years strengthened immensely. One 
finds in the army, more commonly than 
elsewhere, religious Communists who do 
not conceal their sympathy with religion, 
who have no intention of parting from it. 
While the reports of army secretaries rep- 
resent atheism to be one hundred per cent 
in- the army, in reality religion has ad- 
vanced to an extent to which we would 
not have dreamed before the war. The 
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whole army is infected with it. Here in 
Moscow, where the. garrison consists en- 
tirely of workers and party members, our 
calculation is that forty per cent are re- 
ligiously-minded Communists. In other 
divisions the percentage reaches seventy.” 

An unnamed Russian paper is also queted 
in the journal mentioned above for August 
13, 1932: “On the Caucasus coast of the 
Black Sea, 6n the Volga, in Siberia, in the 
North —everywhere, religious organiza- 
tions are forming. Young engineers, work- 
men, and Young Communists spend a con- 
siderable part of their summer vacations 
in the Caucasus, and no. one can forbid 
their using their free tire in mountain and 
on seacoast. Bolshevists know that the 
(Communist) Collectives, of which there 
are a great number in the Caucasus, re- 
semble in their character religious sects 
and even monastic brotherhoods. Externally 
all seems to be normal and awakens no 
suspicion, so that it is difficult to find ex- 





The Fundamentals 





There was no theological duplic- 
ity in the statement of faith made 
by Dr. Scott Lidgett in his presi- 
dential address at the union of Eng- 
lish Methodism. The fundamental 
principle of the Apostles Creed he 
affirmed to be “historicity,—the 
true deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of the Father and his 
real incarnation as Perfect Man, his 
sacrificial death, resurrection, and 
ascension. This belief is absolutely 
essential to the Church. It is the 
bond and meaning of all clauses of 
the creed as of all the Church’s 
operations. The fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, for which English Methodism 
stands, are justification by faith, the 
completeness and all-sufficiency of 
our Lord’s sacrifice and priesthood, 
the direct access of all believers to 
God through him. That is the 
declaration of our faith which we 
make today.” 











cuse for suppressing them, The return to 
religion which is ever more apparent among 
the people of the Soviet Union is found 
not only among the older people, who are 
disillusioned by the present form of govern- 
ment, but even more among the young. 
Especially great is the movement toward 
religion among the Russian women who in- 
sist on a revision of the opinions forced 
upon them and display a deep hunger for 
belief. Religious secret societies which 
have come up lately among the Soviet 
youth are spreading rapidly. 


The Gustavus Adolphus Verein was 
founded in Germany a hundred years ago 
on the second centenary anniversary of 
the death of the Lion of the North. Up 
to. 1917 it had built 3,000 churches and 
prayer houses, 1,000 schools, and over 1,000 
parsonages. It has helped in the reduction 
of debts, in the establishment of school and 
church funds, in the building of orphanages 
and deaconess institutions; has paid sal- 
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aries of pastors and teachers, and held 
normal seminaries. In the last decade it 
has paid out, every semester, 300 stipends 
to theological students. 

All this work has been done for scat- 
tered Protestants in Catholic lands such 
as Bavaria and the Rhineland, Bohemia, 
Moravia, Silesia, Austria, Styria, Carin- 
thia, and Tyrol. It also works among the 
scattered churches among the Southern 
Slavs and in Transylvania, in the Balticum, 
in Chile, and Argentina. 

The centenary jubilee was celebrated this 
year in Leipzig. The Jubilee Collection 
amounted to 1,162,684 marks, — almost 
$300,000 — contributed in little collecting 
boxes chiefly. Great meetings were held 
at the base of the Battle of the Nations 
Monument and in St. Thomas’ Church, 
Bach’s old church. The Latin inscription 
on Gustavus Adolphus’ monument in the 
Ridderholm Church, Stockholm, describes 
how he “arose in anxious times, overthrew 
enemies, freed the oppressed, and died in 
victory.” Germany again lives in angustiis, 
(“in straightened times”), but German 
Christians are bravely holding on. 

This is true of German foreign missions. 
The number of stations has been cut down 
from 741 to 563 because of financial diffi- 
culties, But the out-stations have increased 
in number, — from 4,032 in 1914 to 4,364 
in 1931, an indication that the native church 
is taking up the work. This is borne out 
by other. statistics. Thus in the same period 
th: number of native workers has risen 
from 8,963 to 9,813. The number of native 
Christians has also grown, — from 370,000 
in 1900 to 710,000 in 1914, and to over a 
million in 1931 ; also the number of scholars 
in mission schools. Such a movement of 
responsibility from the mission to the native 
church is a welcome fact. 


The March of the Gideon Idea.—In 
1928 the Scottish Commercial Travellers’ 
Christian Union placed some 3,000 Bibles, 
especially printed and bound, in the rooms 
of ‘hotels in Scotland. This practically 
finishes the task for Scotland. In New 
Zealand by the end of 1930 a total-of 6,888 
Bibles had been placed in hotel rooms, 
Practically the whole of the Dominion 
has now been gone over. Captain Swine- 
heart, working for the Gideons in Korea, 
has placed 1,500 Bibles in Korean hotels 
together with 300 Japanese Bibles in Jap- 
anese hotels in Korea. As these hotels 
are generally without tables a wooden 
holder to attach to the wall is supplied 
with each Bible. In Bombay and its neigh- 
borhood eighteen hotels have been “Bibled” 
with 327 copies, and, at the expense of 
the Gideons, 1,163 Bibles in English, 
Dutch, and Chinese have been placed in 
the guest rooms of hotels in Java, Borneo, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, and Penang. 


Pentecostal Missions among the Mex- 
icans are expanding so that there are now 
about a hundred such in Texas, New Mex- 
ico, Arizona, California, and nine of the 
states of Mexico. Conversions are con- 
stant. Here, for example, is the case of 
two lads, one eighteen, the other twenty, 
both drunkards and one a notorious gam- 
bler. They strayed into a mission and 
were convicted in conscience, As they 
walked. home one said to-the other, “We 
ought to pray.” His brother replied, “How 
can we? We don’t know Latin.” But 
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they went down on their knees and the 
Spirit soon taught them. 

The only ones preaching evangelical 
Christianity in the French Antilles (Mar- 
tinique and Guadeloupe) are Pentecostal- 
ists. In Brazil they have founded 200 
churches with 18,000 members, which rep- 
resents a community of perhaps . 50,000. 
Out of the American Methodist Mission 
in Chile has come the Methodist Pente- 
costal Church of Chile. The separation 
took place’ twenty-one years ago, and the 
subsequent growth has been phenomenal. 
There are now more than four thousand 
members in Santiago and suburbs, with 
more than forty meeting-places. In other 
parts of Chile are 123 congregations under 


the charge of thirty pastors each. with. 


a considerable circuit. ‘These pastors have 
been taken from the ranks of workmen 
of perhaps a dozen different trades, The 
total membership is considerably over ten 
thousand. The work is wholly self-sus- 
taining, the payment of tithes being a gen- 
eral and joyful practice. Intensive evan- 
gelism characterizes the movement. <A 
congregation forms a group of volunteers 
who preach on the street before the regu- 
lar services, take charge of special neigh- 
borhoods, make journeys to outlying vil- 
lages and districts, and so form new 
groups. The ground for building a church 
is generally the gift of some brother, and 
in more than one case the building has 
been wholly or largely a gift. It may be 
added that the movement is growing also 
in Argentina. 


From Venezuela.—A convert of the 
Orinoco River Mission is Maria Urpini, 
brought to Christ by the preaching of 
Arthur Tuggy. Maria goes regularly to 
the house of General Lino Diaz, the presi- 
dent of the state, to clean and mend for 
him. General Diaz had heard of her con- 
version and asked her about it. This was 
her answer: 

“I am saved, General. I have a new 
heart and a new spirit. Now I love the 
things of God and I do not love the things 
that are not for his glory.” Then she 
told him many things about the Gospel, 
citing so many Bible verses that he mar- 
veled, breaking out with, “But, Maria, how 
comes it that you know so much about 
these things?” 

“I cannot take any glory,” returned 
Maria. “It is God’s Spirit who has re- 
vealed these things to me. He teaches me.” 

As she continued the general became so 
interested that he jumped up, offered her 
his chair, and called in his whole house- 
hold to listen. He kept saying, “Is that 
true? I didn’t know it!” 

Two men standing outside were saying 
in a low voice, “The Gospel is all right, 
but you cannot have women if you join 
the Gospel people.” 

Senora Maria turned saying, “You can 
have a woman, the woman that God has for 
you, but not many,'as here. in Venezuela.” 

The general then asked about the padre, 
which: brought from Maria the reply: 


“General, you must call no man ‘father’ 
save your own father and our Father in 
Heaven. This priest is not father. He 
must repent of sin and seek salvation if 
he would be saved.” 

“But you worship the cross, don’t you?” 
interjected the general. 

“Suppose you committed a crime and 
were imprisoned in fetters,” replied Maria, 
“when they freed you, would you worship 
the chains?” Then she continued an hour 
and a half about th: Lord and his wonder- 
ful salvation, and the general asked for 
reading matter that he might learn more 
ef these things. 


James L. Carder of this Mission writes 
that the Lord is doing great things in Vene- 
zuela in saving groups of souls in various 
parts of the country by his Word alone 
c through the testimony of the faithful, 
unpaid native workers whom he has raised 
up. ~ Twenty-two have been baptized in the 


Valle de Guanape, a little place in the west. 


A‘ another point there are about one hun- 
dred Christians, most of whom have been 
saved since last February. This little 
movement runs back to the visit of a col- 
porteur twelve years ago. Mr. Carder 
recently visited them and taught a Bible 


class for about an hour. “There were about ‘ 


thirty' men and twenty women present, and 
I was surprised during the season of prayer 


to hear seventeen of the men pray one | 


after another.. When I closed my teach- 
ing they just stayed on and we talked of 


the things of the Lord. Monday evening © 


about two hundred persons heard the serv- 
ice, and that evening five confessed Christ 
for the first time. When we returned to 
Guanape ten of the young men accompanied 
us on foot sixteen miles to give their testi- 
monies. We had the meeting that night 
on the plaza and these young men, stam- 
meringly but with great earnestness, told 
the assembled mu!titude what the blessed 
Saviour had done for them, saving them 
from lives of drink and sin.” 


Roman Cathclic activity in the Free 
State of the Congo is very pronounced, 
and seems to be backed and _ largely 
financed by the Belgian government. Bene- 
dictine monks are establishing a monastery 
in the Katanga ncar Elisabethville. A new 
Catholic cathedral is being built in Leo- 
poldville, the capital city of Congoland, 
and both King Albert and the Belgian 
Prime Minister are lending their patronage 
to the project. The government contributes 
600,000 francs.. A million and a half francs 
have been assigned by government budget 
for the construction of a residence for the 
new papal apostolic delegate to the Congo. 
This palace will also be in Leopoldville. 
Great land grants are constantly being 
made to Catholic missions —eight or ten 
to every one to Protestant missions. Seven 
million francs have recently been given to 
a single Catholic order for its work. Mgr. 
Joseph Sak apostolic prefect of the Upper 
Luapula, recently received a personal gift 
of 2,000 hectares of land in the Katanga, 
a highly irregular proceeding which illus- 
trates the favoritism with which the Bel- 
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gian government is treating the Roman 
Church, a 

The Charter of the Free State of the 
Congo imposes on the Governor General 
the duty of “protecting and favoring with- 
out distinction of nationality or religion 
al‘ philanthropic institutions.” But, while 
Protestant missionary hospitals receive the 
slightest of government aid (if any), and 
this in spite of the magnificent work they 
are doing (21 hospitals, 125,000 new cases 
annually, some two million francs spent 
yearly on medical work), public money is 
being poured out on a lavish scale for the 
subvention of medical work in Catholic 
missions. Over this medical work the state 
exercises only the slightest supervision or 
control. Catholic missions recognized the 
advantage which fell to Protestant missions 
because of the latter’s medical work, and 
have intrigued to secure for themselves a 
similar work without expense to them- 
selves. < 

Brief Notes.—“‘Sent Flying!’ The papal 
encyclical directed against the Mexican gov- 
ernment was answered by routing the papal 
legate in the City of Mexico out of bed 
and ,despatching him from Mexico by the 
quickest means possible, namely; by air- 
plane. This happened just five days after 
the issuance of the encyclical, and means 
a permanent breach between Mexico and 
the Roman Church. . . . Miss Mary A. 
Leaman of Nanking, China, asks for much 
prayer for the printing of the Old Testa- 
ment in phonetic script which is now go- 
ing on under her supervision. “Many of 
us think this will be a great help in bring- 
ing about a Bible-reading church in this 
great land. The script is that decided on 
by the government and now being pushed 
by them. We have had the New Testa- 
ment in the script for some time.” .. . 
In 1931, 278 Dyaks of Borneo were con- 
verted and baptized in Mr. Fisk’s field, in- 
cluding the tribal king, Djalong Ipoy. ... 
A historical work in four volumes, in 
the composition of which the President 


‘ of the Turkish Republic has taken per- 


sonal interest gives to the reader an idea 
of the Old and New Testaments quite 
different from that prevailing among Mos- 
lems. Its use is compulsory in all the 
schools of Turkey, and, according to the 
report of the Bible Society of Scotland, 
cannot fail to give to the Turk a sym- 
pathetic interest in the Bible. . . . Protes- 
tantism is fairly rooted in Brazil with 
its community of 702,377 souls. And this 
Protestantism is indigenous. Twenty 
national churches have established work 
in 1,358 centers, and there are five times 
as many Brazilian workers as foreign mis- 
sionaries. . . . Match boxes from Soviet 
Russia are appearing in England, India, 
and the Far East on which is printed the 
inscription “Jesus Christ Safety Matches.” 
The purpose is to deride the Name that 
is above every name by reducing it to 
the category of Quaker Oats or Uneeda 
Biscuit. . . . The History of Liberal Intol- 
erance is yet to be written, but when it 
comes it will be a large and an amazing 
book. One paragraph in it will recount 
how in the summer of 1932 Professor J. 
Gresham Machen, one of the outstanding 
scholars of the American Presbyterian 
Church, was refused the use of the Pres- 
byterian Assembly Hall in Belfast. 
Dats LANGED, SWEDEN. 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 29. JESUS AND THE SABBATH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 2:13 to 3:6 


Golden Text.—The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord 
also of the sabbath.—Mark 2:27, 28 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 2: 23 to 3:6 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 2:23 And it came to pass, ‘that he went through the corn 
fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, 
to pluck the ears of corn. 

24 And-the Pharisees said unto him; Behold, why do they on the 
sabbath. day that which is not lawful ? 

25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, 
when he had need; and was a hungered, he, and they that were with 
him! 

26 How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar 
the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to 
eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him? 

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the sabbath: 

. 28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

3:1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a 
man there which had a withered hand. 

2-And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sab- 
bath day; that they. might accuse him. 

3 And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand 


4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath 
days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace. 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being 
grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was 
restored whole as the other. 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel 
with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 


% % 


The Lesson as a Whole 


or barley (Deut. 8:8). 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 2: 23 And it came to pass, that he was going on the sabbath 
day through the grainfields ; and his disciples * began, as they went, to 
pluck the ears. 24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do 
they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful? 25 And he said 
unto them, ? Did ye never read what David did, when he had need, 
and was hungry, he, and they that were with him? 26 How he 
entered into the house of God * when Abiathar was high priest, and 
ate the showbread, which it is not lawful to eat save for the priests, 
and gave also to them that were with him? 27 And he said unto 
them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: 
28 so that the Son of man is lord even of the sabbath. 

3:1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a 
man there who had his hand withered. 2 And they watched him, 
whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might 
accuse him. 3 And he saith unto the man that had his hand withered, 
*Stand forth. 4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful on the sabbath 
day to do good, or to do harm? to save a life, or to kill? But they 
held their peace. 5 And when he -had looked round about on them 
with anger, being grieved at the hardening of their heart, he saith 
unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched it forth; 
and-his hand was restored. 6 And the Pharisees went out, and 
straightway with the Herodians took counsel against him, how they 
might destroy him. 


1Gr,, began to make their way plucking. 71 Sam. 21: 6. * Some 
ancient authorities read, in the days of Abiathar the high priest. 
*Gr., Arise into the midst. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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There were foot- days of Abiathar the high priest. The high 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


F WE honor the Lord, we shall honor 

the Lord’s day. The seventh day Sab- 

bath was a sign between God and Israel, 
and the keeping of this day was ever an 
index of their honoring of God and his 
law. So today the desecration of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath in nominally Christian nations 
is a sign of the nations forgetting God. 
Our Lord came into conflict with the 
Pharisees, not because they honored the 
Sabbath, but because they honored God 
with lip service and outward ordinances 
while their hearts were far from him. As 
Lord of the Sabbath, he points the way to 
the perfect liberty that God intended by 
his gracious law. His authority in teach- 
ing, in casting out demons, in healing the 
sick, in forgiving sin, and in ordering the 
Sabbath, was an authority to bless men, 
not to burden them. 


The Historical Setting 


When Christ and his disciples passed 
through the fields, it was just before the 
early grain harvest, in May. This event 
probably followed shortly after the second 
passover of our Lord’s ministry (the sab- 
bath after the first passover sabbath, if 
that is the meaning of Luke 6:1), in A. D. 
28. The man with the withered hand was 
healed on another sabbath, possibly the one 
following (Luke 6:6). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 2:23.—He went through the corn 
fields on the sabbath day. “Corn” is here 
a general name for grain, which was wheat 


paths through the fields (Matt. 13:4). 
His disciples began . .. to pluck the ears of 
corn. They were hungry (Matt. 12:1), 
and the law permitted them to eat the grain 
(Deut. 23: 25). 

Verse 24.—Why do they on the sabbath 
day that which is not lawful? It was not 
contrary to Biblical laws, but to the tradi- 
tions of the rabbis, according to which they 
committed two sins, the sin of reaping, by 
plucking the ears, and the sin of thresh- 
ing, in rubbing them (Luke 6:1). 

Verse 26.—He wen‘ into the house of 
God. The wilderness Tabernacle, which 
in that day was at Nob (1 Sam. 21:1; 22: 
19), near Jerusalem (Isa. 10:32). In the 





The Lord of the Sabbath 
By Amos R. Wells 


AY of quietness and peace, day when 

tears and turmoil cease, day of sor- 
row’s glad release, blessed Sabbath day! 
Day when weary toil is done, day of cheer 
and day of sun, day of golden beauty 
spun, blessed Sabbath day! Day for God 
and day for man, fashioned when the 
world began; arching ages with your span, 
blessed Sabbath day! Day for searching 
of the past, light on all earth’s future cast, 
and eternity at last, blessed Sabbath day! 
Day of heaven’s joy possessed, day by 
heaven’s graces blest, day of all our days 
the best, blessed Sabbath day! Day of 
rest for hand and soul, day of spirit’s calm 
control, reaching of the Spirit’s goal, 
blessed Sabbath day! Now may He, the 
Sabbath’s Logg, -He, the Father’s living 
Word, bind <9 Him in sweet accord all 
our Sabbath days! 
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priest who dealt with David was Abime- 
lech, but Abiathar was the one son who 
escaped the slaughter by Saul (1 Sam. 22: 
20). Did eat the shewbread. The twelve 
loaves that were in the holy place, renewed 
each sabbath day (Lev. 24: 5-9), a type of 
Christ. Not lawful to eat but for the 
priests. But the priest recognized that the 
need of David and his men set aside this 
ceremonial law (Exod. 29: 32, 33). 


Verse 27.—The sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath. Mark 
alone records this remarkable statement. 
See Special Topics. 


Verse 28.—Therefore the Son of man is 
Lord also of the sabbath. Here again the 
title “Son of man” is linked with Lordship 
and authority. See Special Topics. 


Chapter 3: 1.—He entered again into the 
synagogue. This was “on another sabbath,” 
possibly the following sabbath (Luke 6: 6). 
The synagogue was in Galilee, but prob- 
ably not Capernaum (3:7). A man there 
which had a withered hand. Luke says it 
was his right hand. An ancient tradition 
describes this man as a stonemason who 
begged for healing that he might be able 
to support his family. 


Verse 4.—Is it lawful to do good on the 
sabbath days, or to do evil?, They knew 
the law of God would permit the doing of 
good on the sabbath (Matt. 12:11). To 
save life, or to kill? A searching question. 
On that very day they plotted to kill the 
Lord of life. They held their peace. Jesus 
always silenced them, not in arbitrarily 
dogmatic ways, but by an appeal to their 
own reason and their own estimate of 
truth. 


Verse 5—When he had looked round 
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about on them with anger. This picture 
of our Lord’s inward feelings is not only 
peculiar to Mark’s account, but is one of 
the very few such glimpses in all the Gos- 
pel records. Being grieved for the hard- 
ness of their hearts. His anger, different 
from ours, was not personal resentment, or 
hatred against these men, but was mingled 
with pity and grief at their sin. Stretch 
forth thine hand. Very dramatic: was this 
method of healing, as the man stood there 
in the midst. But what breaking of the 
sabbath law could Pharisees accuse him 
of? 

Verse 6.—The Pharisees went forth. 
Utterly defeated they were, but “filled with 
madness” (Luke 6:11), and more than 
ever confirmed in their hatred against this 
merciful Saviour. Straightway took coun- 
sel with the Herodians against him. Only 
Mark mentions the Herodians, who as sup- 
porters of the dynasty of Herod and the 
Roman rule were political enemies of the 
Pharisees, yet here combining with them 
against him whom they counted aicommon 
enemy. How they might destroy him. 
Thus early in his ministry has the enmity 
culminated (John 5:18; cf. Mark 2:20). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Christ turned the Pharisaic world upside 
down. The scribes and Pharisees who sat 
in Moses’ seat (Matt. 23:2) had turned 
God’s message upside down. They made 
heavy burdens of all of God’s gracious pro- 
visions for Israel. Our Lord showed that 
the law of the Old Testament was a law 
of liberty, and made for man’s good. The 
joys of the Old Testament sabbath were 
to be intensified in the new “Lord’s Day” 
of the new dispensation. The greatest de- 
light man can know is communion and 
fellowship with God, and the sabbath was 
made that he might enter as fully as pos- 
sible into this privilege here and now. To 
the extent that we rightly use the Lord’s 
day, to that extent we shall have a fore- 
taste of the Rest of Heaven when this 
“day of all the week the best” will be ex- 
changed for that eternal sabbath in his 
very presence. 


Lesson Outlines 
Jesus as Lorp 

The Lord of life calls Matthew to life 
service (2:13, 14). 

2. The human Friend eats with pub- 
licans and sinners (2:15, 16). 

3. The great Physician heals sick souls 
Rai). 

4. The Bridegroom brings joy to his 
friends (2: 18-22). 

5. The Lord of the sabbath and of all 
that makes for blessing to man (2: 23 
to 3:6). 

Tue History oF THE SABBATH 

1. The Old Covenant Sabbath: made 
for man, a sign between God and Israel 
(Exod. 31: 12-17). 

2. The Pharisaic Sabbath: bringing 
men into bondage. ; 

3. The Lord’s Sabbath: setting the day 
free and restoring it to men. 

4. The New Covenant Sabbath: the 
Lord’s Day, or Christian Sabbath, Me- 
morial of First Day of New Creation. 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Sabbath Miracles and Sabbath Contro- 
versies. Of our. Lord’s mitacles, sevén are 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. January 1.—John Prepares the Way a 
We Jesus «.. 0 .vieccdivesicieys oe Mark 1: 1-118 
. January 8—Jesus Begins His Work 
Mark 1 : 12-20 
. January 15.—Jesus at Work ..Mark 1 : 21-45 
. January 22.—Jesus Forgiving Sin 
Mark 2: 1-12 
January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath 
Mark 2:13 to 3:6 
. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve 
Mark 3:7-35 
. February 12—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables — Four Kinds of Hearers 
Mark 4: I-20 
8. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables— The Growth of the 
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MEO. vsccvsepesivcobapeese Mark 4: 21-34 
9. February 26—Jesus Shows His 

a. Seer ree Mark 4:35 to §:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and 

Barrer ee Mark 5: 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to. the 

DNNCCTNE bce Sh ova vatceacatcs Mark 6: 1-56 


12. March 19.—Tie Effects of Alcoholic 
Drinks (Temperance Lesson). Prov. 
23 : 29-32; Isa. 28:1-4; Dan. §:1-4 
13. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Ex- 
ample in Service. 








mentioned as having been worked on the 
sabbath day. Demon cast out (Mark 1: 
21-26); healing Peter’s wife’s mother 
(Mark 1: 29-31) ; man with withered hand 
(Mark 3: 1-6); paralytic at Pool of Beth- 
esda (John 5: 1-9); man born blind (John 
9: 1-34); the crippled woman (Luke 13: 
10-21); the man with the dropsy (Luke 
14: 1-24). On all these occasions except 
the first two, there arose a controversy 
with the Pharisees over the Sabbath. In 
addition, we have the controversy over the 
disciples plucking the ears of corn (Mark 
2: 23-28), and in John 7: 20-24 Christ 
refers to the miracle in John 5 and an- 
swers the criticism of his Sabbath healings. 

The Sabbath: Law and the Christian. 
The reason Christians keep the first day 
of the week as the Lord’s Day is discussed 
in the article on page 28 of this issue, 
“Why Christians Keep the First Day.” 
The meaning of our Lord’s wonderful 
words in Mark 2: 27, 28 is there dealt with, 
and also other topics that deserve special 
study, such as: Sunday and the Civil Laws; 
The Old Testament Sabbath and the Rab- 
binic Sabbath; New Wine in New Bottles. 

Some Enemies of the Lord’s Day. Secu- 
larism. Commercialism. “Religion.” Legal- 
ism. Sunday newspapers. Movies. Baseball. 
Golf. Swimming. Business. Social engage- 
ments. School studies. Laziness. Wrong 
view of “grace,” leading to license. Over- 
crowded schedule of religious work. Loose 
Sunday laws. Unwise Sunday laws. Sev- 
enth Day teachings. Lack of loyalty to the 
Church, Lack of personal love for Christ. 


Fasting and the Christians. John the 
Baptist, the last of the prophets of the old 
order, could not take the new cloth of the 
Gospel, and put it on the old garments 
(Mark 2:18-22). Our Lord referred to 


' John’s own testimony concerning himself 


as the Bridegroom. He prophesies that 
he shall be taken away, and then shall his 
disciples fast. That is, on our Lord’s death 
the disciples will be in sorrow (John 16: 
20-22). But their sorrow will be turned 
into joy at the resurrection; the present 
dispensation is one of joy, but does not 
exclude. fellowshiping in the sufferings of 
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Christ, and fasting (Acts 13:2); but this 
fasting is not to be with the sadness of 
John’s disciplés, nor with the formal self- 
righteousness of the Pharisees. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Let us enter into rest. To enjoy the 
sabbath and the Lord of the sabbath we 
must first enter into rest through faith in 
him (Heb. 4:3, 10; Rom. 5:1). The 
sabbath is a type of present joy and peace 
as we walk by faith, and of the completed 
rest in Heaven (Heb. 4:9). 


Under grace we should keep the Lord’s 
day with new seal and devotion. So far 
as possible the occupations of other days 
should cease, both for the sake of the nec- 
essary rest of mind and body, and that we 
may give ourselves to worship and fellow- 
ship and Christian service. It is a day not 
for fasting but for delight, yet we should 
not have such feasting as -will burden our- 
selves or others with excessive labor on 
that day. Bible reading and memorizing, 
Bible and missionary stories for the chil- 
dren, singing in the home, should have spe- 
cial attention on this day. 

Practice the Golden Rule in sabbath ob- 
servance. As they did under the old law, 
we should do all in our power to allow 
our servants and employees to have Sunday 
for a day of rest and worship. 

Let us follow our Lord in doing good 
on the sabbath day, This should be a day 
of Christian activity, which for most-Chris- 
tians will be a rest from the labors of 
other days. Visiting the poor and the sick 
and afflicted, taking flowers and Christian 
literature, and other tokens of love and in- 
terest, are fruitful activities for the Lord’s 
day. Visiting with the family and other 
social visiting may be conducted -in the 
spirit of the day, with the Lord in the 
midst. : 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The pertinent question is not, “What is 
wrong with golf playing on Sunday?” but, 
“What is wrong with the golf player?” 

The sabbath was made for man, and the 
Son of God was made Son of man for 
man: how marvelously God plans for man. 

Christ who ate with publicans and sin- 
ners here on earth is today, through us, 
calling sinners to the marriage supper that 
he is preparing. 

Peter and Andrew, the fishermen, be- 
came fishers of men; Matthew, who col- 
lected tax money, became a Gospel writer 
who through the ages has passed on un- 
searchable riches to countless numbers. 

When Christ said to Matthew, “Follow 
m ” he left all his own wealth and he 
entered into all the wealth Christ had to 
give (Matt. 19: 28, 29). 

Our Lord healed the withered hand, but 
the withered hearts of the Pharisees he 
could not heal, for they “would not” (Matt. 
23: 37). 

The Pharisees went regularly to the 
synagogue: church attendance is good, but 
only if we hear him who is Lord also 
of the Church, _ 

They sought to save the sabbath and 
they sought to slay the Lord of the sabbath. 

The heathen have no sabbath day; it 
was made for them, too; let us take them 
the Lord and the Sabbath. 

Cotumsta, S. C. 




















Lesson for January 29 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterIAL: A blackboard. Write 
the following on it: 
1234567 Jewish Sabbath. 
1234567 The Lord’s Day, our 
Christian Sunday. 











anaes nothing causes more confu- 
sion in many Christians’ minds than 
the Sabbath question. Every little while 
some mature Christian comes to me and 
says he cannot see why the churches don’t 
keep the right day. So let’s get it straight. 

The Jewish Sabbath is the seventh day 
of the week. Jesus Christ was a Jew, in 
the flesh, and he observed the Sabbath as 
a day of rest, but he also reminded the 
Jews of the importance of righteous serv- 
ice on that day, as recognized by the law. 
The Sabbath was Jewish. God gave it to 
Israel as a sign between himself and Israel 
forever. Read Exodus 31: 16, 17. We are 
not Jews and therefore we have no com- 
mand to. observe Saturday which is the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

Now the Lord’s Day is the first day of 
the week, a joyous, voluntary memorial of 
his resurrection, kept by Christians because 
of love, not law. And the day should be 
literally and really the Lord’s day. Of 
course, all of our days should be that, but 
freedom from our week day work makes 
it possible to give Sunday more entirely 
to his service. Let’s make it happy, glad 
service, not legalistic law-obeying. 

Mopesto, Cat. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Fun Day.—The sabbath was made 
for man (Mark 2:27). And Yours Truly 
would seem to be that man for whom the 
Sabbath was made. Sun Day for William 
H. has for years been his Fun Day. Since 
1889 he has had a class of men every Fun 
Day morning at 9.30— about 300 of them 
just now. Since 1892 he has had a little 
mission Sunday-school up at Rock Run 
(where houses rent at $5 and $7 a month), 
every Fun Day afternoon. Hundreds of 
the successful men and many of the happy 
wives in Coatesville are his “graduates.” 
Some of the biggest and most prosperous 
Sunday-schools all over the Union are run 
by his “Iron Rose” trained boys. These 
Fun Day activities landed him in this Cor- 
ner twenty-six years ago, and—oh, well, 
haven’t you all come to call me “Uncle 
Billy”! Yes, and hasn’t Uncle Billy been 
telling all the young and old fellows where 
they can find more fun than hunting, fish- 
ing, and playing ball! Indeed, hasn’t Uncle 
Billy been splashing around in this old 
Swimmin’ Hole of a Corner yellin’, “Come 
on in, the water’s fine!” 

Get this promise, Isaiah 58:13, 14, and 
note that word “delight.” Here’s the dic- 
tionary of “delight” for you: “A high 
state of pleasurable feeling; extreme sat- 
isfaction; joy; charm.” Today I got a 
letter from Mr. Theodore A. Howard of 
Canada, “now 89.” He has been “reading 
you for years.” He says “Dr. Kelly and 
Uncle Billy” are his favorite writers. - He 
is guessing me as follows: “I have formed 
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an estimate of William H. Ridgway. You 
are evidently a university man, an om- 
nivorous reader. Have a wonderful mem- 
ory. Are an indefatigable worker.” (All 
he knows about that! I’m lazy!) “Your 
social life, your domestic life, your busi- 
ness life, and your religious life all dove- 
tail together in a solid mass. In addition 
you have a keen sense of humor.” If that 
is a good guess of an eighty-niner away 
up in Quebec, you would not wonder if my 
hat was too tight. How about it, Old 
Blue Pencil? 


The Sneers.—And they watched him... 
that they might accuse him (3:2). “They 
wanted to get something on him,” is the 
way you fellows would likely put it. Just 
as the enemies of the Lord Jesus watched 
him, to get “something on him,” your 
enemy, Mr. Devil, watches you day after 
day to the same purpose. The only time 
this “investigator” (that’s the modern 
name for old Sleuth) takes his eyes off you 
is when you are in the arms of Uncle 
Morpheus. God help you if you stub your 
toe, this enemy will be right ‘on to you” 
in both senses of the colloquialism (1 Pet, 
5:8). Most of us like to be “watched” by 
those who have a friendly interest — who 
like to see us make hits and runs, touch- 
downs and goals, and big plays —or what- 
ever “game” we play. We like the watchers 
to “root” for us, if you don’t mind the 
technical term. Yes, and ditto, over the 
left shoulder, by those who are of un- 
friendly interest, who want something “that 
they might accuse.” 

When on Sunday afternoons we tune in 
on Tom Noonan and his mission, “In 
Doyers, D-O-Y-E-R-S Street, in the heart 
of Chinatown — the whole world’s listening 
in,’ we hear him cry as he introduces a 
singer or a speaker, “Give the little lady 
a big hand!” The “big hand” being a tre- 
mendously loud, friendly hand clapping 
that sounds over the radio like a battery 
of machine guns. After which, oh, how 
the “little lady” can sing, and how the 
speaker can orate! The Lord Jesus’ audi- 
ences were rarely of the “big hand” sort. 

Some years ago the late Elbert Hubbard 
went over the land lecturing. He came 
to Philadelphia. I got seats on the front 
row of the old Horticultural Hall. His 
theme was “The Zeitgeist.” It was largely 
an attack upon things most folks hold dear. 
The church and its ministers, particularly. 
When he was wading into the clergy waist 
deep he happened to look down and caught 
my eye. It was an unfriendly, unsympa- 
thetic pair of eyes. My eyes are quite 
large. I noticed the “Fra” began to go up 
hill right away. Nor could he keep his 
eyes off me. All public speakers will un- 
derstand. My unfriendly watching spoiled 
hi: diatribe for Fra Hubbard. He could 
do no mighty. works there because of their 
unbelief. The Lord Jesus was up against 
unfriendly eyes and sneering lips as long 
as he lived (Matt. 27: 41-44). 


Jesus’ Full Day.-—/s it lawful to do good 
on the sabbath days? ... [The answer:] 
Stretch forth thine hand . . . and his hand 
was restored (3:4, 5). There is a differ- 
ence between a single act and a continuous 
performance. Visiting the sick and the 
old and the lonely is undoubtedly a good 
action. If you are a Boy Scout it can 
count for your “two good turns every day.” 
But when you undertake to pack the whole 
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fourteen good turns into a single Sabbath, 
that is “something else again,” as they say 
in Pennsylvany Dutchland. My last job 
on a Sunday is to visit the sick in whom 
I am interested. I often find the house 
full of folks who put off all the going-to- 
see-their-sick-friends-or-relatives to the 
Sabbath. Visiting the troubled and lonely, 
of course, is good. But using the Lord’s 
Day for gadding is not so good. A chicken 
dinner is always “good,” but to use every 
Sabbath for just feasting is not so good. 

The Master shows us how to honor his 
day. Notice, “When he had looked ... 
on them with anger.” There is something 
about this whole scene out of the busy life 
of the Master that is appealing to the aver- 
age man. It is full of spirit, full of in- 
dignation, full of pity, full of power, full of 
blessing, and full of thanksgiving. I am 
heading the paragraph “Jesus’ Full Day,” 
and you have a fine sample of that one 
of the best things Heaven has to bestow 
on us humans, “A Full Sunday.” The 
Pharisees wanted to kill him so badly they 
went partners with the hated Herodians 
as the best way to do it. 

There is nothing in all the world so cruel 
and hateful and unfeeling as a dead for- 
malism masquerading as religion. Huss. 
Savonarola. Huguenots, and the whole 
“Book of Martyrs.” Hundreds of good 
people come in touch with this caricature 
of Christ’s teachings, and are soured on 
all things religious. They do not come in 
contact with the gentle “stretch forth thine 
hand” kind of Christianity, and so they do 
not know. Let us Believers show them 
as the Master directs us to do (Matt. 5: 
16). (A gentleman in Cincinnati has just 
asked me to recommend the best book to 
study in a Bible Class he belongs to for 
1933. I told him “The Book of Mark,” 
which steps along in the quick pace of the 
time in which we live, and THe SuNDAyY 
ScHoot Times will show him how to get 
the most good out of it.) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times - staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried gro some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


OW many references to this Sabbath 
controversy between our Lord and the 
Pharisees and scribes are found in the 

Gospels ? 

2. Name four things that our Lord said 
justified “breaking” the Sabbath law. 

3. What is the only true standard by which 
we may now judge the righteousness of an 
act or occupation for Sunday ? 

4. What specific act of our Lord’s may have 
led to the presence of the scribes from Jeru- 
salem to watch all his actions in Galilee? 

5. What evidence of Christ’s deity have 
we in this lesson? 

6. After all, what is the ultimate design 
of any of God’s laws? 

7. Name a brief sentence in the Psalms 
which states the purpose of God’s laws and 
the result of keeping them. 

8. What does the parable of new wine in 
new bottles mean? 

9. What indication of the humility of Mat- 
thew’s regenerated spirit is given in the com- 
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parison of his own and Mark’s account of 
his call to follow the Lord? 





Answers to the Questions 


' The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be sy by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations” the total number for 
any one lesson. 

Ridiculous Religion.—And the Pharisees 
said unto him, Behold, why do they on the 
sabbath day that which is not lawful? (2: 
24.) ‘Thou shalt not eat the egg which 
is laid on the Sabbath, for the fowl has 
produced it with hard labor and has not 
kept the Sabbath holy.” This misinterpre- 
tation often makes the Scripture a burden. 
—From The Rabbinical Laws. Sent by 
Frederick Heldner, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Modern Pharisees.—T7hat which is not 
lawful (v. 24). A devout Scottish min- 
ister has told of a house at which he stop- 
ped and spent the Sabbath when he was 
in northern Scotland. The day was rainy 
and close, and he finally suggested to the 
woman of the house that the window of 
the little parlor might be raised to admit 
some fresh air. “Mon,” replied the old 
woman, with stern disapproval showing 
plainly on her rugged face, “dinna ye ken 
that ye can hae no fresh air in this house 
on the Sabbath?’—From The Youth’s 
Companion. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Jew’s Challenge to Christians.—T he 
sabbath was made for man (v. 27). “I 
love your English Sunday, your Christian 
Sabbath, and should be very sorry to see 
it pass away. If a Jew may be pardoned 
for making this suggestion to Christians, 
let me say this: If you sacrifice the Sun- 
day that you have been brought up to re- 
spect, you will lose something you will be 
sorry for the whole of your lives.” This 
was the comment made in the Council 
Chamber at Middlesbrough by Mr. Jules 
Reubens, a local member, who is a cinema 
proprietor. Mr. Reubens was speaking 
against a resolution for Sunday opening 
of picture houses——From The Christian 
Herald (London). Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


The Stony Heart.—Being grieved for 
the hardness cf their hearts (3:5). A 
native evangelist in India, preaching to his 
people, said: “I have in my hand a stone. 
I picked it up from the bottom of the 
stream. There it has been lying hundreds 
of years surrounded by the clear flowing 
water. I split the stone and found the 
inside perfectly dry. Why? The. stone is 
hard; it does not take in the water. So 
are our hearts. Surrounded by a stream 
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of God’s love and his Gospel, yet our 
hearts remain cold and dark. Why? Be- 
cause they are hard; hearts are hardened 
like the stones..—From The Christian 
Apologetic. Sent by Frederick Heldner, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Are You Doing the Same?—Stretch 
forth thine hand (v. 5). This was natu- 
rally an impossible act. Dr. Jowett tells 
of visiting a cemetery in one of the New 
England States where he saw the tomb- 
stone of a nurse who had lived and died 
in devoted service to God and her patients. 
On the stone were cut these words: “She 
hath done what she could not.” The com- 
mand of Christ enables for the impossible.— 


From The S. A. G. M. Pioneer. Sent by: 


A. S. Wriyht, Hollywood, Cal. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The fairness and frankness of Mark. . 
2. The beginning of a long controversy. 
3. The giving of an unchanging principle. 
AVE your girls noticed how frankly 
Mark tells his story, giving both sides 
of the attitude to this Man of power and 
authority —to his deeds and words? Read 
aloud Mark 1:27 and then 2:7 for illus- 
trations of this. Continue watching for 
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this trait of the writer’s all through his 
book. Indeed it is a trait of the entire 
list of Bible authors, all of whom tell not 
only the truth but the whole truth and 
both sides of the truth—under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit who is “the 
Spirit of Truth.” 


2. Our passages for this week’s lesson 
reveal the beginning of one of the long- 
drawn-out controversies between Jesus the 
Christ and the religious authorities of his 
time —their entirely divergent view from 
his teaching and example of the right use 
of the Sabbath. So far have we of this age 
swung from that old position of the Phari- 
sees, burdened as it was with “the tradi- 
tions of the elders” in addition to the 
Mosaic law, that we can with difficulty feel 
any weight at all in their contention. Make 
that clear to your girls, because it is one 
of the major “quarrels” that led‘ finally. 
to their cry, “Crucify him!” John’s Gos- 
pel reveals this more strongly than any 
of the other three. Note chapters 5, 7, 
and 9, as correlated material for your 
teaching on this point. 


3. The primary importance of this’ study 
for your girls is that through this. very 
controversy our Lord gave to those fol- 
lowers the true principle underlying all 
lesser ones concerning the right use of this 
day of rest and worship. And that un- 
changing principle is for us, today — for 
your girls —as certainly as for those who 





“YE ARE NOT UNDER LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE?” rom. 6:1 
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first heard. Jesus’ words: “The sabbath 
was made for man” —a “sabbath” or rest- 
ing time, for his soul’s nourishment, to 
the end of the. world. Let us not forget 
that this was the first and positive word 
of his teaching, the second and negative 
being, “and not man for the sabbath,” 
which is the only part quoted by many 
who would in reality abolish any such 
day. Certainly the Lord Jesus taught that 
man is the objective of the benefits of this 
day, rather than that the true good of man 
should be secondary to its keeping. But 
unless it is kept as such, how can man 
receive such blessings? The Son of man 
as “Lord also of the sabbath” surely did 
not abolish it. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ** 
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You can help your girls by suggesting 
the following for their 


Home Study 


Read the following passages and then 
make a list of the things Jesus our Lord 
did on the sabbath days of his earthly life: 
Matthew 12:12; Mark 1:21 and 3:1; 
Luke 4:16 and 31; 6:6; 13:10, 14; 14: 
1; John 7:23 and 9:14. Now, can you 
tell what Jesus did on his Sabbath days? 
Is he not your Guide and. Example? 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for thy provision for rest 
in the midst of work. Thou hast mercifully 
set apart a day when man may rest from his 
labors, and find refreshing and upbuilding in 
body, mind, and spirit on the day of thine ap- 
pointing. Help us to understand the deep mean- 
ing of this provision that thou hast made for 
man’s need. As we observe the Lord’s day 
may we carry into that observance the full 
spirit of worship and of praise that would be 
pleasing to our Lord. Help us to observe the 
day with joyful obedience and abundant fruit- 
age in glad service and spiritual refreshing. 
In the name’ of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Can anyone repeat 
Psalm 118: 24 beginning, “This is’? Yes, 
“This is the day which the Lord hath 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
That’s very different, isn’t it, from getting 
up in the morning with a secret wish 
that we were beginning some other day 
— Saturday, for example, with its release 
from school, and perhaps release from 
some part of the business day also? But 
Sunday ought to be a very glad day of 
worship, praise, rest, and service in the 
Lord’s name, without the intrusion of 
worldly things or self-centered arrange- 
ments. There is a difference between spend- 
ing Sunday as a time of blessing, and 
spending the same day in forgetfulness of 
God. Sunday is a great day to be used 
and a poor day to be misused. Let’s keep 
out of it anything that can spoil its high 
purpose! Let us pray. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Marks of a Christian: 5. Keeps Sunday 
“holy ” 


(x) Explaining the conduct of the dis- 
ciples. 

(2) Why God gave man the 

(3) God requires heart worship. 

(4) Why we keep Sunday as our Sabbath. 

(s) How to keep it “holy.” 


ee the lesson by reading the Bible 
story through slowly, explaining each 
verse as you come to it. Because the Holy 
Land was so productive, God’s law allowed 
passers-by to pick ‘ears of corn as they 
passed through the'fields (Deut. 23:25). 
It was not because'they thought the dis- 
ciples ‘were stealing,'as is often thought by 


Sabbath. 
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own life will be. One Moody course assists 
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children, that the Pharisees made. their 


complaint to the Lord Jesus, but because 
they considered the disciples were break- 
ing their law by picking ears of corn on 
the Sabbath day. 

The story referred to in Mark 2: 25 and 
26 should be told briefly. The meaning of 
the last two verses of the chapter must 
be clearly explained, as they are so often 
misquoted by those who want an excuse 
to use the Lord’s day for their own pleas- 
ure. 

Explain in simple language how the 
Pharisees had made the keeping of God’s 
da of rest very difficult by their absurd 
traditions... The Lord Jesus here explains 
that man was not made in order to keep 
the Sabbath, but that. it was made for 
man in order that he should have a day 
of rest and happiness in which to worship 
hi. Creator. What does our Memory 
Verse say? 

God loved you so much that he gave 
up his dear Son to die in your place for 
the punishment of your sins. Do you 
not love him enough to want to please him 
when he has done so much for you? . God 
tells us he wants us to keep one day of 
the week in which to learn more about 
him, and in which to worship and praise 
him on this day that is his. 

The Jews used to keep Saturday as their 
Sabbath day, but now we keep Sunday be- 
cause it is the day on which the Lord Jesus 
won his great victory over Satan, and rose 
from the dead. Because of sin, Satan had 
the power of death, but when the Lord 
Jesus died on the cross in your place, he 
conquered Satan and took the power of 
death from him. Now if we belong to the 
Lord Jesus, death cannot hold us, either, 
for he has won for us the wonderful gift 
of everlasting life. How much we have to 
thank God for, and what a day of joy 
Sunday should be for us! 


Expression Work 
Discuss with the children ways in which 
they can keep Sunday “holy,” and let them 
look up Isaiah 58: 13, 14, and 56:2, to see 
what God says about it. 
York, Enc. 


% 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: What is practical? 
Discussion: What is the standard by 
which a fellow may judge the appropri- 


ateness of any act or occupation for Sun- 
day? 


Objective: “Let this mind be in -you, 
ne was also in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 
2:5). 

AY, fellows, let us first face this fact: 

the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is 

the most practical thing in all ‘the world. 
One of Satan’s devices to overthrow Chris- 
tianity is to create the impression that it 
is an idealistic, visionary, impractical sort 
of belief. 

But what makes a thing practical? An- 
swer: Satisfying and happy results — re- 
sults that are permanent. This supposedly 
practical world offers you its wares — hu- 
manly devised and humanly made. They 
are attractive in a way, and you invest time 
and money in them, but they do not satisfy ; 
they sooner or later turn to ashes in your 
hand. God offers you his Truth, and with 
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it Jesus Christ the Way of life. This sat- 
isfies, and is eternal. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees took God’s 
Truth and added to it their own devices 
and misinterpretations. They made it a 
grievous thing to be borne; they took the 
jor out of it, and wove into it a “system” 
designed for the most part to give them 
leadership and power. The Lord Jesus 
came into their world and stated the Truth 
in its reality, which exposed the scribes and 
Pharisees as “whited sepulchres.” 

In this lesson today we see Jesus clear- 
ing away the false teachings of the Phari- 
sees concerning the Sabbath, and showing 
how that God in his goodness and love for 
humanity had created the Sabbath day for 
man’s rest, health, and happiness — as well 
as for the worship of God. The two are 
not in conflict with each other, as. the 
Pt.arisees would cause the world to believe, 
bu: they work together for lasting peace. 

A well spent Sunday (which now for 
the Christian takes the place of the Sab- 
bath of the Jews) has proved to be whole- 
some, healthful, and blessed in every. way 
to all those who have given it.a fair test. 
The services of God’s house, the quiet rest- 
ing, and a leisurely reading of God’s Word, 
which other days of the week do not af- 
ford; make this day a delight because it 
brings refreshment to both body and spirit, 
and sends one into the week’s engage- 
ments stronger for his tasks (Isa. 56:2; 
58:13, 14). On the other hand, Sunday 
misspent affords no real rest. I have seen 
the fellows come back to work Monday 
morning looking jaded, and with no stom- 
ach for their tasks, because of a wrongly 
spent Sunday. 

Sunday is designed to restore us bodily, 
mentally, and spiritually—and the spirit 
restoration is the best of all. A sense of 
God’s companionship and approval—a 
clean conscience —is a wonderful work- 
mate, 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for Janvary 29) 


1, There are at least nine such distinct 
clashes recorded between our Lord and the 
religious leaders of his day. 
ters: Matthew 12; Mark 2 and 3; Luke 6 
13, and 14; John 5, 7, and 9. 

2. Human_ need, like hunger or sickness; 
temple service; other ordinances, like cir- 
cumcision ; mercy to animals. 

. 3. The New Testament Epistles, 


4. They may have heard of that first visit 
to Capernaum (Mark 1: 21) during which he 
cast out an unciean spirit on the sabbath day, 
thereby arousing their suspicion on this car- 
dinal point of their teaching. 


5s. As Lord of the Sabbath he is identified 
with Jehovah, who ordained the Sabbath. He 
is the Bridegroom, suggesting identity with 
Jehovah the Husband of his people. 

6. Man’s peng 


7. Psalm 109: “Moreover by them is 
thy servant sarend: and in keeping of them 
there is great reward.” 


8. The new Gospel dispensation calls for 
new forms, not the fasting requirements and 
other forms of the old dispensation. 


In his own account Matthew calls him- 
self by his Greek name, with no family con- 
nections mentioned—the name doubtless by 
which he was known to the Romans who 
employed him, and under -which he was so 
heartily despised by his compatriots. But 
Mark calls him by ‘his Hebrew name and 
gives his father’s naine as well, placing him, 
so to speak, “in the family” with other Jews. 
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Lesson for January 29 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
January 23 to 29 

Mon.—Cenesis 1 : 24 to 2: 3. The First Sabbath. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: When God fin- 
ished the work of creation “he rested.” 
When the Lord Jesus accomplished re- 
demption, “he . . . sat down” (Heb. 1:3). 
The day on which God rested was set 
apart by the Creator for observance by 
his creatures, in remembrance of that fin- 
ished creation. The day on which the 


“Lord Jesus arose from the dead after 


accomplishing our redemption on the cross, 
dying for our sins, is set apart for ob- 


. servance as a memorial of redemption by 


Christians.. Pray for the enlargement of 
the opportunity now afforded of preach- 
ing the Gospel in Northeast Tibet. The 
reception recently given to pioneer mis- 
sionaries was a wonder and a revelation. 
Even the. queen who had formerly re- 
fused a New Testament requested a copy. 
Tues.—Exodus 20 : 8-17. 
The Sabbath Commandment. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God’s command- 
ments are “holy, and just, and good” 
(Rom. 7:12). This appears very clearly 
in the fact that the Sabbath command- 
ment was given as a benevolent exception 
of respite from the original commandment 
following Adam’s fall, sentencing him to 
labor. “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground” (Gen. 3:19). The Sabbath was 
a foregleam of the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation restoring man in spirit, 
soul, and body. Every seventh day the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God 
(Heb. 4:9) was brought to mind. So 
that even under the curse, hope of the 
restoration in Christ was kept alive. Pray 
fer a. mighty work of God in Scotland. 
This year celebrates the anniversary of 
the introduction of Christianity by’ Whit- 
horn, who was born in A. D. 357. May 
the Land of Knox witness again a mighty 
spiritual revival! 
Wed.—Mark 2 : 23-28, 

The Sabbath Made for Man. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: In law and grace 
Gd has in mind the highest welfare of 
mankind. “The sabbath was made on ac- 
count of man” (v. 27, marg.). God’s ben- 
evolence led him to provide this comfort 
for his creature. In our Lord’s time re- 
ligious leaders, because of their legalistic- 
mindedness, made the day as. an enslave- 
ment rather than what God intended it to 
be, an enrichment of man. The day. was 


* to be used, not abused. It was for God’s 


glory and man’s highest good. Pray for 
God’s people in Soviet Russia. The five 


_ year plan of Atheism decrees that not one 


house of prayer to God shall remain on 
its territory. “Man proposes, but God dis- 
poses.” 
Thurs.—Mark 3: 1-8. 
Doing Good on the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The critics of 
Christ in this instance were occupied 
with the “letter’—the ministration of 


death; -while. Christ was dealing-- with 
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the Spirit, which “giveth life’ (2 Cor. 
3:6). He “went about doing good” 
(Acts 10:38). In the thought of the 
legalist, ordinances take precedence over 
that which the ordinance seeks to accom- 
plish, In the thought of the Gospel, 
ordinances are doors of opportunity for 
the grace of Christ through his redeemed 
people. Pray for the South China Evan- 
gelistic Band at work in the principal cities 
of the Kinguen District. A recent ttiner- 
ation covered nearly seven hundred miles. 


Fri.—Luke 13 : 10-17. Healing on the Sabbath. 

PRAYER SvucGGesTions: Many of our 
Lord’s great miracles were wrought on the 
Sabbath. He did not allow hindrances 
built up by false interpreters of the Law 
to stand in the way of fulfilling all right- 
eousness (Rom. 8:4). He rebuked them, 
and went on with his work. He came to 
minister, and with him the good deed took 
precedence of the day. Pray for all evan- 
gelical workers in Tokyo, the third city 
in the world. The population is now given 
as 5,311,000. Only two other cities exceed 
in population. It recently absorbed 82 bor- 
oughs and villages in the surrounding sub- 
urbs. 


Sat.—Luke 4: 16-22. Worship on the Sabbath. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: It was a fixed 
custom of our Lord Jesus to attend syna- 
gogue service on the Sabbath day. Lovers 
of the Lord Jesus will make much of 
public worship. They will do so because 
of his example and because of the ex- 
hortation of the Scriptures (Heb. 10: 25). 
Pray for marked progress of the Gospel 
in countries bordering Russia. Remember 
the servants of Christ in Poland, Lith- 
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uania, Latvia, and Esthonia. Pray that 
these lands presenting many difficulties in 
the way of propagating Christianity. may 
Witness a mighty movement of the Spirit 
of God. 
Sun.—Psalm 122: 1-9. The Joy of Worship. 
Prayer Succestions: The privileges 
and opportunities of public worship should 
make us rejoice and be glad. The wor- 
ship of the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
earthly courts links us in adoration and 
praise with the redeemed from earth who 
are now in the heavenly courts. If our 
joy on earth is so sweet, what will be the 
height of our rapture in Heaven? Be a 
consistent worshiper; be regular in your 
church attendance; and say with the 
Psalmist, “Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates” —I will “give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord” —“Pray for the peace” and 
“prosperity” of God’s people; and “be- 
cause of the house of the Lord our God I 
will seek thy good.” Pray for God’s pec- 
ble who have been turned aside from their 
former God-pleasing course of “meeting 
oft with one another,” that they may ob- 
serve the injunction not to forsake the 
assembling of themselves together —“and 
so much the more, as ye see the day ap- 
broaching” (Heb, 10:25). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Feb. 5. How Shall We Determine Our Ideals? 
Psa. 119 : 129-136; Matt. 5: 1-9. (Christian En- 
deavor Day.) 

Sunday, January 29 
What Good Is Our Church Doing? 
(Matt. 5 : 13-16.) (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 





Mon.—Calls to worship (Psa. 100 : 1-6). 
Tues.—A witness to truth (1 Tim. 2: 15, 16). 
Wed.—Brings salvation (Acts f It, 12). 
Thurs.—Transforms lives (Eph. 4 : 20-24). 
Fri—Teaches law observance (1 Pet. 2: 13- 


16). 
Sat.—Influences the community (Matt. 13: 
33). 





a good all-around Com+ ~ 








What local helpful service is our church ren- 
dering ? 

What is our church doing about prohibition? 

What can our church do about world peace? 


RICH worldling in talking to Dr. 

Bushnell was questioning the value 
of the church, and he refused to contrib- 
ute to a new church in Hartford. Dr. 
Bushnell made him a significant answer: 
“My friend,” he said, “I want you to think 
of something. What was real _ estate 
worth in Sodom?” 

The very presence of the church is a re- 
straint to evil whether we realize it or not. 
ye 

But our Scripture lesson shows us some 
of the other values of the church. The 
Lord told his disciples that they were “the 
salt of the earth” (v. 13). Salt has two 
outstanding qualities. One is that it pre- 
serves and prevents decay. The church 
has in a large measure retarded the decay 
in civilization. 

Then, too, salt creates thirst. The church, 
when she lives up to her calling in Christ, 
will create thirst for him by showing the 
life of power and joy. 

There is a solemn warning in this verse, 
however, that we should not miss. It tells 
us that it is possible for salt to lose its 
savor and thereicre be valueless. 

we, 

Then in verse 14 we learn that the 
church is to be “the light of the world.” 
It is a light in that it shows men and 
women the true way to God. It is a 
tight in that its members are to reflect the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The question for us then is, How is our 
individual church demonstrating the life 
that is Christ? 

ee 


Our topic questions suggest that there 
are a number ef practical ways that the 
church can do good in the community. 
Think of the Christian contact and fellow- 
ship that the church affords; of the spir- 
itual help that comes through the teaching 
of the Word; of-the comfort to the sick 
and needy; of the larger scope of the 
church’s influence as it reaches.out to re- 
strain wherever possible;j#those who would 
break down our Sunday laws. The church, 
too, teaches ‘lav; obser¥pnce to its own 


members. = 


But what can our church do about world 
peace? It seems to be a question beyond © 
the scope of our power at first. But when 
we remember that world peace can only 
come when the Prince of Peace, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, comes to set up his right- 
eous reign here upon this earth, we see 
that the church is a vital factor in bring- 
irg world peace. Through her mission- 
aries she has the opportunity of proclaim- 
ing the Gospel to the uttermost parts of 
the earth in obedience to her Lord’s com- 
mand. Just in proportion as she is faith- 
ful to this Great Commission is she hasten- 
ing the day when there will be universal 
peace among all the nations of the world 
because the Prince of Peace is reigning 
in person. Our Lord has said that the 
Gospel must be preached for a witness to 
the uttermost parts of the earth and then 
shall the end come (Matt. 24: 14). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Why Christians Keep the First Day 
(Concluded from page. 29) 


the Lord’s day. It is true that. God does 
not withhold his blessing from his chil- 
dren because of their many failures; but 
it is hardly to be expected that he would 
bless them in a deliberate dishonoring of 
his commandment, especially if Sunday 
keeping is the mark of the beast, as Sev- 
enth Day Adventists have taught. 

8. It is right that civil laws, wherever 
possible, should protect Sunday as a day 
of rest and worship, for the benefit of 
Christians and for the blessing of the com- 
munity. Such laws are not an attempt to 
legislate morals, nor a forcing of religious 
convictions on others, nor a union of 
Church and state. It is the duty of Chris- 
tian citizens, as citizens, not as members 
of the Church, to vote for laws that they 
consider to be to the best interest of the 
community. 


9. The essential features of she fourth 
commandment are still binding, and Chris- 
tians should guard against license in using 
the Lord’s day as they please. Some Chris- 
tian scholars have taught that the Lord’s 
day has no. connection with the Jewish 
Sabbath, nor. with the: fourth command- 
ment. Others have taken a step farther 
and have taught that we may esteem every 
day alike, since the Sabbath was a type 
of rest in Christ, and we should have that 
every day. But most Christian churches 
have held this to be a dangerous view. 

It is bearing fruit today. in increasing lax- 

ness in keeping holy the Lord’s day. In 

the interests of emphasizing the truths 

of grace, some have taught that the law 

of God is not a rule of life for the Chris- 

tian. But the united testimony of the great 

Church creeds is that the law is a neces-@—e.o 
sary rule of life. The control of Christians al 22 o 
by the Holy Spirit does not set aside theges 


need of law, but works with the Word Fo lp x 
God. Law is utterly separate from grace* ~ - 
at one point, and one point only: as a gee 
means of salvation. Grace does not dd = -4 
away with God’s eternal moral law, bu ae 
delivers believers from the penalty .of thag.g <= 
broken law and gives a heart that delights. > 
to study the Law and by the power of the 
indwelling Holy Smet to keep the Law tT 
(Rom. 8: 4). pa 
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